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GCWA
I hope everyone is enjoying 
the summer weather and that 
those of you who planted trees 
this year are seeing the little 
seedlings developing nicely. 
The rain has been timely and 
the success rate should be 
high.
As you may or may not be 
aware we have been looking 
into insurance options for our 
field trips.  Since we left the 
Ontario Woodlot Association 
our insurance coverage 
through them ended.  When 
members open up their 
properties to us for woodlot 
tours and the like, it also opens 
up the possibility of lawsuits 
resulting from personal injury. 
If the tour takes place on 
County or Conservation 
Authority lands there is 
insurance in place but it is not 
necessarily true for private 
landowners.  At board 
meetings we have discussed 
having people sign waivers 
and have even created a rough 
draft we will move forward 
with, at least temporarily, but 

we have also inquired into 
purchasing insurance.  The 
board felt that the insurance 
costs were too prohibitive to 
be considered a possibility at 
the time.
However, we have been 
approached by the Bruce 
County Woodlot Association 
to see if we were receptive to 
amalgamating our two 
organizations.  As well, the 
Grey County Stewardship 
Network and the Bruce 
County Stewardship Network 
are close to being 
amalgamated.  Group 
coverage insurance is being 
looked at, as an alternative to 
each of these organizations 
purchasing their own 
insurance.  In the meantime, at 
this summers BBQ, we will 
most likely be asking people 
to sign a waiver for field trips 
until such time as we have 
appropriate insurance 
coverage.
By the time you receive this 
newsletter, you will have 
heard that Emerald Ash Borer 
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has been confirmed in Grey County.  Certainly 
not good news and earlier than we were hoping 
but we did know it was inevitable.  That being 
said, this doesn’t mean everyone needs to start 
cutting their ash trees down.  Once a tree has 
been attacked by the borer it takes several years 
before the tree succumbs.  For those trees you 
want to try and keep, TreeAzin is an insecticide 
available that provides two years protection.  It 
must be administered by a licensed pesticide 
applicator and can be expensive, so is best saved 

for specimen of importance.  Also, the CFIA 
(Canadian Food Inspection Agency) has 
recently begun releasing two species of parasitic 
wasps that prey on the borer.  This was done for 
Purple Loosestrife a few years ago now and that 
major invasive species has been reduced to 
hardly noticeable, hopefully the same can be 
said of the Emerald Ash Borer in a few years.

Play safe in your woodlot, 
Lee Thurston

Emerald Ash Borer Discovered in Grey County 

Grey County Media Release 

July3, 2013.

Recently, the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA) confirmed discovery 
of Emerald Ash Borer 
(EAB) in the former St. 
Vincent Township, near the 
Town of Meaford.
During a routine visual 
survey, inspectors noticed 
some Ash decline south of 
the Town of Meaford, in the 
area along the 4th Sideroad 
near the 7th Line. Inspectors 
were able to extract several 
suspect larvae and adults 
and CFIA received a 
positive lab confirmation 
that the samples were, in 
fact, Emerald Ash Borer, 
representatives from the 
CFIA told County Council 
and staff during a 
presentation on Tuesday.

In a presentation to Council 
by CFIA Plant Protection 
Program Officer Julia Ruhl 
and in the accompanying 
CFIA press statement 
issued on July 2, 2013, the 
CFIA stated that 
“Movement restrictions, 
which prohibit the 
movement of all ash 
materials—such as logs, 
branches and wood chips
—and all species of 
firewood from the affected 
site, will be put in place. 
Property owners will be 
notified of these 
restrictions. Further 
regulatory measures will be 
considered once all survey 
work has been completed 
for the year.”
“Grey County’s forest 
system is a tremendous 
natural asset that we all 
have a responsibility to 

protect. We will be working 
closely with the CFIA, our 
member municipalities and 
all concerned stakeholders 
to slow the spread of EAB 
and protect our forests,” 
said Randy Scherzer, Grey 
County’s Director of 
Planning.
Grey County staff will be 
working with the CFIA and 
member municipalities, as 
well as federal and 
provincial governments and 
agencies and other 
stakeholders to manage 
the EAB issue.

For more information, 
please contact:

Randy Scherzer, Director of 
Planning, at 519-372- 0219 
ext. 1237 or 
randy.scherzer@grey.ca

mailto:randy.scherzer@grey.ca
mailto:randy.scherzer@grey.ca
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June 07, 2013

Abstract from: The Ottawa 
Citizen.

Finally, the emerald ash borer 
has an enemy.
Canada has approved the 
release of two tiny wasps from 
China to eat the tree-killing 
beetles, which otherwise have 
no natural enemies in North 
America.
The ash borer is eating its way 
through our ash trees, which 
make up about one-quarter of 
Ottawa’s trees.
Now the Canada Food 
Inspection Agency has 
approved both a eulophid wasp 
and a braconid wasp. A third 
candidate won’t be released 
because there isn’t enough 
information to know whether it 
would be harmful to insects we 
want to keep.

“You’ll barely even be able to 
see them, they’re so tiny,” said 
insect scientist Bruce Gill at 
CFIA (Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency).  And they 
don’t sting humans.
Eulophids are a little over a 
millimeter long, while 

braconids very slightly larger. 
Both lay their eggs inside other 
insects such as moths, 
butterflies and beetles.
The young wasps hatch and eat 
their way out of the host insect, 
killing it.  It’s the same system 
used by the monsters in the 
Alien movie series.
“Perfect for the long-term 
strategy to try to control this 
pest,” Gill said.
The wasps won’t kill every 
beetle but should “bring them 
back to a level where they 
become a manageable presence 
in the environment.
“Hopefully they will be at such 
low numbers that ash trees 
won’t be dying.”
The ash borer has killed vast 
numbers of trees in North 
America, especially in the U.S. 
Midwest.
These wasps come from 
northern China, the region 
from which the emerald ash 
borer was probably brought to 
North America.
There are many types of both 
eulophids and braconids; the 
types approved now are called
Tetrastichus planipennisi and 
Spathius agrili.
Until now, the only defense 
against the ash borer has been 
to inject a beetle-killing 
chemical into each tree at two-
year intervals, a slow and 
expensive process.

And there’s good news this 
week from Michigan, which 
has been battling the ash borer 
longer than Ontario.  The 
wasps tested there seem to be 
working.
The researchers sampled trees 
for wasp broods at six forest 
sites near Lansing, Michigan. 
By the fall of 2012, they found 
a fast-growing population of 
the eulophid wasps.
As well, the number of ash 
borer beetles that were 
“parasitized” by wasps grew 
from 1.2 per cent in the year 
when wasps were first released 
(2007) to 21.2 per cent last 
year.
The results were published this 
week in the Journal of 
Economic Entomology.
Ash borers lay their eggs under 
the bark of all types of ash 
tree. The immature beetle 
tunnels under the bark, 
destroying the part of the tree 
that carries water and nutrients.
They were first found in North 
America in 2002, in Michigan.
Importing one non-native 
species to kill another is called 
biological control, but it brings 
risks.  The main one is that the 
species brought in as a saviour 
starts feasting on plants or 
animals that we don’t want it 
to eat, or that its population 
spirals out of control.
CFIA has approved the 
importing of parasitic insects 

Approved: Tiny wasps that kill Emerald Ash Borer

Eulophid wasp
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in the past to control farm 
pests such as cereal leaf beetle.
The wasps “were brought in to 
the United States, went 
through screening in the U.S., 
were released (there) and they 
have just gone through our 

regulatory system in Canada,” 
Gill said.

 EBA and other fascinating videos by NR Canada. Go to:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAOEaLGm-Ic&feature=c4-overview-

Braconid wasp

Emerald Ash Borer regulated Areas of  Canada

  Legend:              
  	
 Regulated Area,       
 	
 Positive site  (2013)

Grey-Bruce County, ash trees being protected from beetle. Go to:
http://workingforest.com/grey-bruce-county-ash-trees-being-protected-beetle/?

utm_source=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C
+2013&utm_medium=email

EAB Discovered in Southampton
http://workingforest.com/emerald-ash-borer-identified-southampton-ontario/?

utm_source=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C
+2013&utm_medium=email

http://workingforest.com/emerald-ash-borer-identified-southampton-ontario/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/emerald-ash-borer-identified-southampton-ontario/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAOEaLGm-Ic&feature=c4-overview-vl&list=PL9DE8CFCB12523A00
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAOEaLGm-Ic&feature=c4-overview-vl&list=PL9DE8CFCB12523A00
http://workingforest.com/grey-bruce-county-ash-trees-being-protected-beetle/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/grey-bruce-county-ash-trees-being-protected-beetle/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/grey-bruce-county-ash-trees-being-protected-beetle/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/grey-bruce-county-ash-trees-being-protected-beetle/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/grey-bruce-county-ash-trees-being-protected-beetle/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/grey-bruce-county-ash-trees-being-protected-beetle/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+June+13%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/emerald-ash-borer-identified-southampton-ontario/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/emerald-ash-borer-identified-southampton-ontario/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/emerald-ash-borer-identified-southampton-ontario/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/emerald-ash-borer-identified-southampton-ontario/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/emerald-ash-borer-identified-southampton-ontario/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/emerald-ash-borer-identified-southampton-ontario/?utm_source=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Thursday%2C+July+11%2C+2013&utm_medium=email
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May 01, 2013

Abstract from CBC report.

Scientists in France say they have discovered 
that trees make sounds when they are thirsty.

When a sensitive microphone is attached to a 
tree, physicists found the thirstier the tree 
becomes, the louder a sound it makes.  When 
amplified, these sounds are described to be 
similar to the gurgling sound of a drink being 
sucked through a straw.

Trees absorb water through special tubes in their 
trunks, called xylem.  

When ground water levels drop, trees have to 
pull harder to quench their thirst – which can 
create air bubbles.  

“Every time there was a sound, there were 
bubbles happening inside the tree.  When 
bubbles appear, it’s bad” said Dr. Alexandre 
Ponomarenko, lead scientist on the project.

Ponomarenko’s team at Grenoble University 
created a “test” tree in a lab.
A thin piece of pine wood was placed in a gel 
capsule filled with liquid to mimic conditions 
inside a living tree.  Then, the water was 
evaporated to simulate a drought.  The 
researchers found that about half of the sounds 
made by the “test” tree were connected to how it 
drinks.

Researchers hope their discovery will help them 
determine precisely when trees want water.
 Once a tree is stressed it becomes much more 
susceptible to attacks from insects and disease. 

Trees cry when they are thirsty

Emerald Ash Borer and its larva

Further information on the Emerald Ash Borer can be found on the CFIA 
website at: 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-protection/insects/emerald-ash-borer/eng/
1337273882117/1337273975030

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-protection/insects/emerald-ash-borer/eng/1337273882117/1337273975030
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-protection/insects/emerald-ash-borer/eng/1337273882117/1337273975030
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-protection/insects/emerald-ash-borer/eng/1337273882117/1337273975030
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-protection/insects/emerald-ash-borer/eng/1337273882117/1337273975030
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The new Stewardship Grey Bruce

We are pleased to announce 
that Stewardship Grey Bruce is 
now operating in Grey and 
Bruce counties.

Changes in the level of support 
provided to stewardship 
activities by the Ministry of 
Natural Resources have 
resulted in the Grey Forest 
Stewardship Network and the 
Bruce Resource Stewardship 
Network meeting together for 
the purpose of amalgamation.  
We are amalgamating under 
the name – Stewardship Grey 
Bruce.  

Stewardship can be defined as 
the responsible planning and 
management of our natural 
land and water resources. 
We feel that the Bruce 
Resource Stewardship 
Network and the Grey Forest 
Stewardship Network have 

made a positive difference on 
the landscape across Grey and 
Bruce counties over the past 16 
years.  Therefore, it is our goal 
to continue to support 
organizations as they develop 
projects designed to restore, 
protect and enhance wildlife 
and fisheries habitat and the 
rich diversity of plants and 
animals found in Grey and 
Bruce counties.  Stewardship 
Grey Bruce will offer tools and 
resources to help landowners 
practice effective stewardship 
on the land; we will support 
good stewardship ideas as they 
become great projects and will 
partner with like-minded 
organizations.
Our Board membership 
consists of representatives of 
various agencies as well as 
individuals who value the 
resource and wish to make a 
difference.  We welcome 

inquiries from members of the 
community who are interested 
in serving on committees 
within our organization.

Good stewardship starts with 
one small step. What we do in 
our own backyards to preserve 
biodiversity and protect the 
environment can help address 
global challenges such as 
climate change, declining air 
and water quality, and loss of 
biodiversity around the globe. 

Stewardship can make a 
difference!

For further information contact 
Norah Toth, Chair at 
stewardshipgreybruce@gmail.
com

Possible Light amongst the Gloom

May 13, 2013

Source: The Economist

The North American Chestnut 
virtually disappeared 
following introduction of the 
fungus Cryphonectria 
partasitica from Asia in the 

late 19th century.  The North 
American Elm followed suit 
after attack by Dutch Elm 
Disease.  Now our ash family 
are threatened by the Emerald 
Ash Borer.  However, scientist 
are working to reintroduce the 
two former trees.Having lived 

with it for generations, 
Chinese chestnuts are resistant 
to C. parasitica.  Chestnut 
blight symptoms in North 
American trees are caused by 
oxalic acid secreted by that 
parasite. 

mailto:stewardshipgreybruce@gmail.com
mailto:stewardshipgreybruce@gmail.com
mailto:stewardshipgreybruce@gmail.com
mailto:stewardshipgreybruce@gmail.com
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Scientists in the USA have 
discovered that wheat 
contains an enzyme called 
oxalate oxidase that detoxifies 
oxalic acid.  Genes that 
encode oxalate oxidase were 
transferred from wheat to 
chestnuts enhancing blight 
resistance.

Now by further genetic 
engineering the American 
chestnut could reappear.  
Trees have been planted at 
three sites in the USA which 
have American and Chinese 
chestnut genes combined with 
the wheat gene mentioned 
above and other genes. 
Results that will indicate 

resistance to the blight should 
be available within three 
years.

American Chestnut tree

If these experiments are 
successful then, with the 
approval of several US 
Agencies, such genetic 

modified trees could be 
introduced into the wild. 
Furthermore the experiments 
could provide a model to help 
re-establish elms, ash and the 
eastern hemlock, the latter 
plagued by the sap sucking 
bug, the wooly adelgid.

 

We thank Bob DeJong who 
drew attention to this article

New funding for woodlot management in Huron 
County

Visit:
http://www.canadianchestnutcouncil.org/chestnut-blight/ 

May 30, 2013

Source: Huron News Now

Woodlot management plans 
and woodlot enhancements are 
now eligible for funding under 
the Huron County Clean Water 
Project.
Individual landowners in 
Huron County are now 

eligible to apply for 50 per 
cent funding, up to a $1,000 
grant maximum, for forest 
management plans and 
woodlot enhancement. 
Eligible projects under this 
new category include 
assistance with forest 
management plans, harvest 
advice, invasive species 
management, and other 

improvements under the 
direction of a professional 
forester. The new category is 
designed to help private 
landowners to optimize forest 
health, create long-term, 
sustainable returns from their 
woodlands, and to enhance 
forest cover to prevent soil 
erosion and benefit 

http://www.canadianchestnutcouncil.org/chestnut-blight/
http://www.canadianchestnutcouncil.org/chestnut-blight/
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groundwater and surface-
water quality.
This new category is in 
addition to other existing 
financial incentive categories 
such as windbreak and tree 
planting, upgraded wells, 
proper decommissioning of 
old wells, decommissioning of 
manure storage sites, and 

fencing cattle out of streams. 
Eligible projects also include 
wetland creation, diversion of 
water from manure and 
exercise yards, erosion 
control, stewardship guide 
implementation, storm water 
management, fragile land 
retirement, and community 
and special projects. 

For information on the 
program, grant rates and 
eligible projects visit:

 www.mvca.on.ca or 
www.abca.on.ca or call 
519-335-3557, 519-235-2610 
or toll-free 1-888-286-2610.

 
Events   

SAWMILL TOUR, at Keeso 
Lumber, Listowel.

Rescheduled for Friday, October 
18. Details to be announced.

TRAIL DEVELOPMENT, 
workshop. TBD

EDIBLE FOREST PLANTS,    
tour. cancelled

ANNUAL BBQ, Stihl chainsaw 
demo and equipment orientation.  

Held at the property of Roger 
and Susan Short, in the beautiful 

Beaver Valley. 
Saturday, September 14.  Details 

to be announced.

 
Board of Directors:

 President:  	 	 Lee Thurston,  

	 	 	 ldthurston@gmail.com

 Vice President:    	 Carl Sadler,  	 	  

	 	 	 c.sadler@greysauble.on.ca

 Treasurer: 	 	 Larry Cluchey,  	  

	 	 	 lcluchey@wightman.ca

 Secretary: 	 	 Malcolm Silver, 	  

	 	 	 silverm@rogers.com

 Membership: 	 Anne Lennox,  	  

	 	 	 a.lennox@greysauble.on.ca

 Website: 	 	 Jim Penner, 	 	    

	 	 	 j.penner@SVCA.ON.CA

 Newsletter: 		 David Port,  	 	  

	   	 	 davidport@bmts.com

 Newsletter: 		 Hans Hess,  	 	  

	                         hhess57@gmail.com

 Events:	 	 Chris Vander Hout 	  

	                         chris@evolvebuilders.ca
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