
         

           2011 – International Year of Forests

     The official launch of the International Year of Forests 
2011 took place at the Ninth Session of the United Na-
tions Forum on Forests at the United Nations Headquar-
ters, New York January 24, 2011. Deforestation of tropical 
rain forests continues at a high rate.  Estimates put the cur-
rent losses of forest at over 10 million hectares per year.   
The world’s forests are not only essential to life in all its 
diversity but also to achieving mankind’s biggest goals, 
such as reducing poverty, combating climate change, and 
attaining sustainable development. 

GCWA members are to be congratulated for their continu-
ing interest in and stewardship of their forests.     
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                         Chair’s Corner

Our Annual General Meeting held February 26 in 
Owen Sound marked the end of another successful 
year for the GCWA and, with the election of a new 
Board, the beginning of activities for 2011.  At our 
first Board meeting on March 5 we welcomed four 
new directors; Larry Cluchey, Jesse Henrich, David 
Port and Lee Thurston.  Biographies of the new Di-
rectors will appear in subsequent editions.  The full 
slate of the 15 Directors is listed on the previous 
page. This Newsletter also lists activities planned for 
the year.  I invite you to join us whenever possible.

I was re-elected as your Chair, Hans Hess becomes 
our new Vice President, Malcolm Silver continues as 
Secretary and Bob DeJong carries on as Treasurer.  
Feel free to contact us with any questions or com-
ments.

Carl Sadler will again head up our Programs Com-
mittee.  Malcolm Silver was re-elected as our Com-
munications Chair with continuing responsibility for 
the Newsletter and Anne Lennox continues as 
Member Services Committee Chair. Representatives 
to the Nominating Committee, Stewardship Net-
work, Woodlot Conference, Forest Festival and On-
tario Woodlot Association Provincial Board were 
also appointed.  The Board approved the budget 
and meeting dates for 2011.

The AGM provides an opportunity to review with 
members the Association activities for the year and 
any concerns about the organization.  For the infor-
mation of those not able to attend the AGM I will 
comment briefly on the highlights.  

Joe Watson, whom we look to as the founding fa-
ther of the GCWA, was our first speaker for the 11th 
Annual General Meeting and presented a very in-
formative summary covering the first 10 years.  Joe 
was also a Director for most of that time and we 
thank him for his important contribution.  We shall 
miss his guidance as he leaves the Board with this 
term.   I also thanked Directors Marilyn Hammer, 
Gordon Cooper and Klaas Vandebelt for their sig-
nificant contribution as they did not stand for re-
election.  I also thanked the Committee members for 
their hard work and the Board for its support. 

Jason Ritchie, also a Director, talked about the Ca-
nadian Chestnut Council and the considerable work 
under way to try to save and restore this valuable 
timber and mast-producing tree.  Work involving 
hybridization with Chinese chestnut is showing some 
hope.  It was new for most of us to learn about the 
history of this tree and its importance in Carolinian 
woodlots and certain microclimates in Grey and 
Bruce.  Photographs and a video demonstrated the 
huge size of mature specimens and the rapid dis-
appearance of the tree due to a fungal blight.

Pieter Leehouts, President of the Ontario Woodlot 
Association, travelled from his home in Ottawa to 
address our Chapter and to meet with the Directors.  
He talked about the formation of the organization 
that now consists of 16 Chapters and a total mem-
bership of about 1500.  The organization promotes 
sustainable management of privately owned forests 
by providing information to members and represent-
ing their interests on government bodies.  Plans for 
this year include a Chapter Summit to discuss input 
to future plans.  Questions from the floor were ad-
dressed and included the risk from moving infected 
firewood, and about woodlot certification.

Our program for last year started with the AGM on 
February 27.  Our guest speaker, Professor Jonathon 
Schmidt, Department of Environmental Biology, Uni-
versity of Guelph, presented a most interesting, illus-
trated talk on the world under the leaf litter.

We had a good turnout of members for the Grey-
Bruce Woodlot Conference on March 27.  The 
program was of the usual high standard with infor-
mative topics and display stands.  It provides a 
good opportunity to confer with fellow woodlot 
owners.  

We had a first-ever event on June 4 in the form of a 
conducted tour of the arboretum at the University of 
Guelph.  Those attending said they would like to do 
it again.

September 18 was our annual BBQ, held this year 
on the property of members Sulo and Kathleen 
Lehtinen in Southgate.  Forty-six members attended 
and most took part in the tour of a pine and spruce 
plantation.  The BBQ provides another good oppor-
tunity for networking.
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Our Technical Seminar for the year was held Octo-
ber 16 with about 40 people attending.  The topic 
was Forest Health and the Emerald Ash Borer was 
the prime subject, presented by Doug Kramer, a Di-
rector of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency.  It 
was a very comprehensive review of the situation.  
The outlook for our area is not good.  The major 
factor in spread of the insect is the movement of con-
taminated firewood.  

A first-time event for our area was the Bruce-Grey 
Forest Festival held October 19 to 21 at Allan Park 
and instigated by Saugeen Conservation.  Our As-
sociation appreciated the opportunity to participate 
because the objective is so well aligned with the 
goal for our own organization.  We contributed 
$500 towards the cost and several members volun-
teered to help.  I thank those volunteers and espe-
cially Director Jim McLachlan who represented us on 
the organizing committee.

The Festival was an outdoor hands-on educational 
event for grade seven students in the two counties 
and more than 900 took part in one of the three 
days.  Thirty ecological activity sites were available, 
instruction was provided by volunteer high school 
students, who in turn were trained by volunteers, in-
cluding members from our organization.  The Festi-
val was funded by donations, operated on a budget 
of about $50,000 and was extremely well organ-
ized.

Since our last AGM our Communications Commit-
tee, headed by Malcolm Silver, has produced four 
issues of the Newsletter.  On behalf of the members, 
I congratulate the group for their excellent work.

During the year we held five Board meetings and I 
participated in the three OWA Board meetings as 
your representative.

A major challenge for our group is to maintain and 
increase membership.  Over the years the number of 
members has varied considerably, going up through 
our considerable recruitment efforts, but declining 
soon after.  The same tactic doesn’t always work 
and whatever we do costs money.  Over the last 
two years, 32 members have not renewed their 
membership.  In February I wrote to those who have 
not renewed for 2011 to encourage their ongoing 
support and to complete a survey to tell us the rea-

son for their decision.

Distribution of the Newsletter is not working as well 
as we would like.  In an effort to reduce costs we 
conducted a trial using e-mail wherever possible, 
with mixed results.  The reason is the very slow dial-
up service available throughout much of the County.  
We are making some headway by limiting the size 
of the file and we have given members the option of 
delivery by direct mail.  If you prefer receiving by 
mail, please let us know.  Hopefully, better internet 
service will become available.

Our program of events planned for the year is listed 
separately in this issue and any additions will ap-
pear in future editions.

Our Treasurer, Bob DeJong, presented the financial 
statements for 2010.  Revenue amounted to 
$2,259 and expenses were $3,171, resulting in a 
deficit of $911.  The main reason for the deficit 
was a member recruitment campaign costing about 
$800. However, our financial situation is strong 
with current assets, not including inventory in books 
and items for sale, of $8,361.  I wish to express my 
thanks to our members for their continuing support 
through membership dues.

Matthew Gaasenbeek conducted the election for 
members to the new Board, read out the names on 
the slate as proposed by the outgoing Board, and 
asked the new directors to state their background 
and reasons for joining.  He moved acceptance, 
seconded by Gordon Segal and accepted.

During the Member’s Forum session Douglas Mat-
thews presented a beautiful walnut and butternut 
shield for use as an award on an annual basis for 
reasons and recipients to be determined by the 
Board.  I thanked him for his idea and generosity.

Klaas Vandebelt suggested name tags be made 
available for all meetings and it was agreed it was 
a good idea.  There was brief discussion about 
some form of annual member recognition, such as a 
certificate, and the Board was asked to look into the 
idea further.

There being no further business raised, Matthew 
Gaasenbeek moved the meeting close.
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The Selection Guide for Water Crossings on For-
est Access Roads 
(By Jean-Claude Havard for FPInnovations) 
 
During the winter of 2006-2007, FPInnovations con-
ducted consultation meetings across Ontario as part of a 
road-mapping exercise to help improve road construction 
and maintenance practices, and to promote transporta-
tion efficiency in the forest industry. Water crossing 
turned out to be one of the 14 challenges facing the in-
dustry, and the new guide has been designed to help 
forest road builders with a simple Web-based tool rely-
ing on state-of-the-art technology.

The recently-completed guide provides information on 
water crossing structures spanning up to 3 meters; ero-
sion and sediment control methods; as well as best man-
agement practices. A step-by-step approach leads users 
to the best options considering legislation, practicality 
and return on investment. Built in an Adobe application, 
the guide is available to anyone interested in forest 
roads, whether FPInnovations members or not.

As a first step, the program lets you characterize the site 
with respect to factors that will impact the choice of a 
structure, e.g., span, presence of large rocks, access to 
public navigation, stream slope, water acidity or alkalin-
ity, fish passage, etc. You do this by answering a series 
of simple questions that lead to applicable solutions. If, 
for example, large rocks or bedrock are not a problem; 
stream slope is less than 0.5%; accelerated rusting is not 
a problem; span is greater than 1.5 meters; and fish 
habitat is not an issue, the guide suggests a list of appli-
cable open-bottom structures (i.e. arches), closed-bottom 
structures (i.e. culverts) or bridges (portable or perma-
nent). Depending on conditions, arches and culverts may 
be plastic, steel or aluminum.

“Our purpose was to help road builders, but we wanted 
them to retain maximum control over their projects,” says 

FPInnovations Researcher Mark Partington, who authored 
the guide. “That’s why we kept the selection of recom-
mended methods as broad as possible.”
By clicking on any of the various open- or closed-bottom 
structures, users are referred to Info-Bulletins that describe 
the various applications as well as their advantages and 
disadvantages, in addition to special notes on installa-
tion procedures. Buttons provide access to lists of rec-
ommended techniques for erosion control (including soil 
cover and soil movement prevention), and road construc-
tion (including road drainage and structure installation). 
Again, links open up Info-Bulletins describing the different 
techniques. Whenever pertinent throughout the process, 
more links ensure easy access to relevant legislation, 
e.g., Transport Canada’s Navigable Waters Protection 
Program.

“Users of the guide will also find a list of useful refer-
ences and resources, with links to specific information 
from several sources”, Partington adds. “This includes 
FPInnovations’ handbook on Erosion and Sediment Con-
trol for Forest Roads and Stream Crossings, which con-
tains more detailed valuable information on best man-
agement practices for erosion prevention and sediment 
containment.”

The guide is available to forest operations across Can-
ada, but the request initially came from Ontario and was 
funded in part by the Ontario Ministry of Northern De-
velopment, Mines and Forestry (MNDMF). The Selection 
Guide for Water Crossings on Forest Access Roads can 
b e f o u n d a t 
http://fpi.na5.acrobat.com/water-crossing-guide-v1/ or 
can be accessed on the FPInnovations website at 
www.feric.ca/watercrossing-guide-en

(From the Working Forest Newspaper Jan 27 2011 Reprinted 
with permission of the Author and Working Forest News)

Upcoming Events
Grey Bruce Woodlot Conference, Elmwood Community Centre. 
Saturday, March 26  “Expanding the Forest Landscape” 0900 -1530 Preregister $25 or $35 at the door
Sunday, March 27  1300 - 1600 Woodlot Tour  “Plantation Establishment and Management”
Three part series on tree marking, harvesting and cut inspection.
June and July - Time and place to be announced
GCWA BBQ and Tour
Saturday September 10.  Location to be announced later
Fall Technical Seminar
Saturday October 1 or 15  Topics and speakers to be announced
Woodlot/Sawmill Tour with the Waterloo/Wellington Chapter of the OWA
In November this year
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