
From the President
For those of you who haven’t met me, I would like to introduce myself. My name is 
Hans Hess. My wife and I live on an 80 acre farm south of Priceville.  We bought the 
property in 1999 primarily for it’s forested aspect, as we are both passionate about 
trees. We joined the GCWA at it’s inaugural meeting in the fall of 2000 and I’ve had 
the pleasure to serve on the Board in various capacities since then.

My first act as President is to officially thank Paul Cook, outgoing President, for his 
devoted leadership over the past three years.  He has done a commendable job 
dealing with some demanding issues.  Paul has the tenacity of a dog with a bone and 
will make sure all the T’s are crossed before he considers a problem solved. He set an 
impressive precedent!

One of our biggest challenges is to find new ways to increase and maintain our 
membership.  I encourage all of you to actively participate by bringing guests (children 
and grandchildren welcome) to all our the events and programs.  The only prerequisite 
is an interest in trees. As indicated below our Association has a good, capable, and 
active group of people on the Board of Directors and the Board’s Committees.    I am 
confident that collectively we can deal with any obstacle on the path to continued 
growth and prosperity for the GCWA.  See you in the Forest.

To reduce the risk of the emerald ash borer and other tree diseases spreading, readers are reminded that they       
and friends should NOT move ANY firewood within the county.    

Committees
Nominations: Hans Hess (Chair); Carl Sadler; Paul Cook;
Programs: Carl Sadler (Chair), Larry Cluchey; Jesse Heinrich; Hans Hess;                  
     Anne Lennox; Jim Penner; Lee Thurston;
Membership: Anne Lennox (Chair); Paul Cook; Jim Mclachlan; Larry Cluchey;  
Communications: Malcolm Silver (Chair); Jim Penner; David Port; Bill Roberts;          
      Jason Ritchie.

Representatives
OWA Board: Hans Hess; Paul Cook alternate. 
Stewardship Council:  Lee Thurston. 
Woodlot Conference: Larry Clutchey. 
Forest Festival: Jim McLachlan. 
Registrar: Anne Lennox. 
Archivist: Hans Hess. 
Web Master: Jim Penner.
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Reports of Meetings

 From the Technical Seminar Oct 2011.

Susan McGowan, Forest Health Technician Special-
ist,  Ontario  Ministry of Natu-
ral Resources gave attendees 
an update on forest health 
in Grey County.  

Forest Tent Caterpillar
Populations of this caterpillar 
rise in a cyclical fashion ap-
proximately every 10 years, 
with the last one ending in 
2004. They defoliate sugar 
maple; white ash; white elm; 

American beech; basswood and poplar; red maples 
are not affected. Infestations usually last 4-6 years 
with vigorous trees tolerating 2-3 years of heavy defo-
liation. However, following an outbreak, they take 
several years to regain their former growth rate. 

In 2011 an area of infestation expanded north and 
south along highway 26 from  Owen Sound   to Mea-
ford and affected woodlots though most of Georgian 
Bluffs. An area of infestation in Southgate SE of Dur-
ham expanded from 2010.    New areas of defolia-
tion occurred throughout much of the townships of 
Chatsworth and  Grey  Highlands  along highway 40 
from Walter’s Falls to east of Rocklyn. Other pockets 
occurred in Grey Highlands in the Kimberly area and 
in the Blue Mountains north of Grey County Road 31.
Property owners may choose to have their woodlots 
sprayed with Bacillus thuringiensis a bacteria that must 
be ingested by larvae to be effective. This is not a 
contact insecticide and is not harmful to mammals. 
Sometimes an infestations will collapse unexpectedly 
due to cool weather; the parasite fly Sarchphaga ald-
richii   and either fungal or Nuclear Polyhedral Virus 
infections.
 

Satin Moth
This exotic insect has become very common in  On-

tario  often feeding on white polar but also on cotton-
wood and willow. The insect overwinters as young 
larvae and skeletonizes new leaves early in the 
spring. Several years of heavy defoliation can cause 
branch mortality. The white spotted larvae caused de-
foliation in West Grey and Grey Highlands.
NOTE  A Forest Health Conditions report is produced 
annually. To access these reports and learn more 
about forest health monitoring and reporting please 
visit: 
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Forests/2C
olumnSubPage/STELO2_166919.html

Cut Inspection Seminar March 19th 2012

Ten people enjoyed a rare spring day when one could 
walk in the forest with the temperature in the mid 20's 
and no bugs to pester you. The program, run by Jesse 
Henrich and Lee Thurston, involved doing basal 
sweeps; assessing major damage using MNR cut in-
spection forms and included some winter tree identifica-
tion at different sites. It was interesting to see a bush 
where logging had gone horribly wrong. The property 
had been stripped of all merchantable timber about 20 
years ago and today looks like an abandoned field 
reverting back to forest. The only incident was when a 
mud hole got in Gunther's way.
Hans Hess.
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Some highlights from Grey-Bruce Woodlot Confer-
ence; Forests: Past, Present and Future, held March 
31st 2012 Elmwood Community Center.

More than 140 attendees learned this is the best confer-
ence of its type in the province and not one to be 
missed. As usual, a scrumptious lunch was provided.
 
Six speakers dealt with topics such as Creating and Es-
tablishing Wetlands (Phil Holst); The Bruce Trail Conser-
vancy: Celebrating 50 years of Conservation (Beth 
Kümmling, Executive Director); Critters in the Litter – His-
tory and native verses non-native species (Prof Jonathon 
Schmidt University of  Guelph) and Update on Invasive 
Species (Hailey Anderson Ontario Invasive Plant Council 
Peterborough)
 
Clarke Birchard spoke about 200 years of clearing and 
replanting forest in  Ontario. Using archival photographs 
and citing early writers like Susan Moody; Anna 
Jameson and Sherwood Fox he gave the audience an 
idea of the forest when settlers first arrived and showed 
pictures of its clearing. Concerns about clearing arose 
and in 1871  Ontario’s Tree Planting Act was passed. 
This was a progressive step but not successful as costs 
were passed to municipalities. It did result in roadside 
plantings including the rows of ancient maples still seen 
along some roads. The   University   of   Toronto   Forestry 
Faculty was established in 1907. Extensive plantation 
planting occurred in the 1940s to stabilize windblown 
soils. This was followed by the MNR Managed Forest 
Program and then the disaster of the 1990’s Common 
Sense Revolution   which saw provincial tree planting 
drop precipitously. Recent forest incentives include MFTIP 
and the Trees Ontario program which seeks to increase 
provincial forest coverage by 10%. At present 40% 
of   Grey   County   is forested with 90% of north-
ern  Bruce  County  covered but only 20% of its southern 
part. Current problems include forest fragmentation; ho-
mogenization; aged overcrowded plantations and re-
cent roadside plantings of fast-growing soft woods.  
Huge or very ancient trees may still be found at-
Kinghurst   Forest; Marshall Woods near Walter’s Falls 
and the cedars along the escarpment. 

Trees Ontario 50 Million Tree Program’s 10 millionth tree 
was planted at Bronte Creek Provincial Park Sunday 
April 23, 2012.  It was a white pine.

Leslie Hale, MNR Biologist from Peterborough indicated 
our native bats, which are generally long-lived if slow 
reproducers are under threat, with the 5 species (little 
brown; eastern small footed; northern long eared; big 
brown and tricolored ones) that overwinter by hibernat-
ing in caves, abandoned mines etc rather than migrating 

seriously threatened. The problem for the latter group 
is  white nose syndrome   (WNS)   .   This condition, first 
recognized in upper NY State in 2006 has since 
spread rapidly. A fungal infection caused by Geomyces 
destructans, which can only grow in low temperatures (4 
to 15   °C range),  produces the white muzzle seen at a 
hibernation site and may damage wing structure, impor-
tant in the animal’s fluid/electrolyte balance. The fungus 
appears adapted to attacking hibernating bats with 
WNS spreading from bat to bat; it does not affect hu-
mans. An infection makes bats rouse frequently from the 
torpor of hibernation and starve to death through exces-
sive activity. The symptoms associated with WNS in-
clude loss of body fat, unusual winter behavior (including 
flying), damage and scarring of the wing membranes, 
and death. The disease was thought introduced by cav-
ers and has no current treatment; mortality rates in some 
species have been 95%; some species may be extir-
pated. The long-term impact of the reduction in bat 
populations will be an increase in insects, leading to 
crop damage or other economic impacts. Attendees 
were asked NOT to enter bat hibernacula and to pro-
vide bat houses.

Migrating bats were also adversely affected by wind 
turbines in the fall; the rotating arms produce barotrauma 
that killed the animals. This problem has been largely 
been mitigated by changing their rate of revolution.

It is of interest that  R.M. Barkley (Department of Biologi-
cal Sciences, University of Calgary) studying little brown 
bats long-term suggests that they produce twice as many 
female babies as males in years when spring comes 
early. Also, the earlier in the spring the births occur, the 
more likely the females are to survive and then repro-
duce a year later compared to later-born pups; the early-
born females are able to reproduce as one year olds, 
whereas male pups cannot. The biochemistry behind the 
skewed sex ratio is unknown. Source  University of Cal-
gary (2012, May 4). Early spring means more bat girls. 
Science Daily.  Retrieved May 9, 2012, from 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/05/12
0504172055.htm

Coming Event  -  June 16th

Outdoors EXPO for young people, age 10-14 at the 
Sydenham Sportsmen's Association Clubhouse, directly 
opposite Lincoln Park in Derby Township. It is a day 
(0830-1600) of hands on learning where groups of 10 
experience outdoor activities including acritter dip; arch-
ery; bird watching; fishing, and 22 target shooting, 
MNR conservation officers will be on site and there is 
also a Canine Conservation Officer demonstration. The 
day is free and lunch is included.
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Board Member Profile -  David Port

David Port   grew up in a small village near Canter- 
bury,   Kent,  U.K.   and came to Canada   in 1979.    He 

worked for the City of   Toron-
to   in the Urban Planning and 
Development division and 
eventually retired in 2003. 
 While living in Toronto David 
joined the Toronto Bruce Trail 
Club and began to enjoy the 
outdoor activities offered.  
Subsequently he joined their 
Board of Directors and be-
came Trail Maintenance Di-
rector. He was also a Trail 
Captain for a section in the 

Terra Cotta area near Georgetown; that provide a wel-
come break from the concrete jungle of the downtown 
area!
 
In 1992 Christine and David purchased a 47 acre prop-
erty just east of Chatsworth. It was part hardwood bush 
and part arable farming land.  Over the years he planted 
many conifer seedlings and a number of hardwoods.  Dur-
ing subsequent years   they   enjoyed weekend trips to 
the Beaver Valley and surrounding area. They also joined 
the Sydenham Bruce Trail Club and became Land Stew-
ards for a property just north of Massie.
 
By 2004 the pair had moved permanently to Meaford. 
Since then David has been actively involved with the Trout 
Hollow Trail (Big Head River); the Meaford Museum; as a 
Board member of the Meaford Library and Friends of the 
Library organization. They joined the Beaver Valley Bruce 
Trail Club and David has been actively involved with vari-
ous Executive positions as well as trail maintenance, work 
parties, land securement and development. Currently he is 
a Director of Land Owner Relations.
 
Over the last 10 years David has enjoyed meetings and 
workshops of the Grey County Woodlot Association and 
hopes to expand his knowledge of,   and contribute more 
to, this very worthwhile organization through be-
ing a Board member.                                
                                                                                           

GCWA Award of Merit
 
At the 2011 AGM  Doug Matthews   proposed that the 

GCWA proffer an annual award, its nature to be deter-
mined by the Board. He presented a handsome shield of 
black walnut with a butternut backing that would both de-
fine the award and allow attachment of small plaques in-

dicating awardees. He thought the latter should also re-
ceive a small memento.

At its Dec 3rd   2011 meeting a committee headed by 
Anne Lennox presented its deliberations on the matter, pro-
posing the following criteria: - 1) This would be an annual 
award presented at the AGM to an individual in recogni-
tion of his/her outstanding direct or indirect contribution 
towards the objectives of the GCWA. 2) The Membership 
Committee would receive nominations from the general 
membership, review them, and make a recommendation to 
the Board with final approval made by the Board. 3) A 
nomination form would be sent to members at least 30 
days before an AGM requesting nominations that could be 
forwarded by e-mail, fax or regular mail by a specified 
date. 4) The winner’s name and year of the award would 
be affixed to the large butternut plaque that would stay at 
the office of either the GSCA or the SVCA. 5) The awar-
dee would receive a small individual award. Anne also 
presented a nomination form for review. Both criteria and 
nomination form were discussed by members and with 
minor modifications of the latter the proposal was ac-
cepted by the Board.

There being insufficient time to follow the nomination 
mechanism for the first award the Board unanimously voted 
to make it to   Joe Watson  who had been instrumental in 
establishing the GCWA and been a long time Board 
Member. Jesse Henrich prepared the plaque and small, 
inscribed metal plaques and Hans Hess the memento. Paul 
Cook introduced Joe to the assembly at the AGM, outlin-
ing his enormous and meritorious contributions and he was 
given the award. Joe spoke briefly thereafter and thanked 
the Association for this honor.  
 
Joe  receiving the Merit Award from President Paul Cook
Joe Watson with Doug Matthews
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Young People As the President, Hans Hess, indi-
cated, the Board is looking at ways to attract young 
folk to membership; its support of the Forest Festival is 
seen as one means of doing so. Also, during discus-
sions Jason Ritchie (Grey County Forest Stewardship 
Network) mentioned the Envirothon and kindly pro-
vided the details below.
 
Envirothon
 
The Grey Bruce Regional Envirothon is an environ-
mental competition held for Grey Bruce secondary 
school students each April by the Bruce Resource 
Stewardship Network and the Grey County Forest 
Stewardship Network.    The students voluntarily com-
pete against other teams from their school and teams 
from other schools to demonstrate that they are the 
most knowledgeable on environmental and natural 
resource topics.    The topics include forestry, wildlife, 
aquatics, soils and a presentation on an issue that 
changes each year but reflects a prominent environ-
mental issue of the day.    The teams are made of 5 
students and through the course of the one day com-
petition they travel between the five stations answer-
ing written questions and doing practical exercises on 
these topics.    The tests are scored and the team that 
gets the most points overall at the end of the competi-
tion moves on to a provincial competition to compete 
against other regional winners from   Ontario.    The 
provincial competition is hosted by the Ontario For-
estry Association and is very similar to the regional 
competition, but on a larger scale.    Following the 
provincial competition is an international competition 
hosted by the Cannon company and it includes 55 
teams from all over the US and Canada.   The loca-
tions for all events change from year to year so that a 
team returning from one year to the next does not 
have any advantage, especially since some of the 
questions may be specific to the site.  The Grey Bruce 
competition typically flips between Grey and Bruce 
counties on an annual basis.   Grey Bruce is proud to 
have five winning teams of the provincial competition 
who therefore represented all of  Ontario  at the inter-
national competition.  In 2011 a team from West Hill 
Secondary School   in  Owen Sound   not only moved 
on in the international competition but placed second 
overall amongst the 55 teams that participated.    I 
can tell you with certainty that our future is in good 
hands if these youths are the measure of it.    Just like 
any extra-curricular activity the bulk of the preparation 
for this event takes place outside the classroom and 
normal school hours.    The competitors study and test 
each other to make sure they are prepared for what-
ever these competitions might bring.    During the 

event each team is also judged on ‘spirit’ and so a 
positive attitude and excitement about these topics is 
a valuable asset to have.  As well the time and dedi-
cation of the teachers involved to get teams to and 
from competitions assist with the learning involved, 
and cheer on their schools teams cannot be 
overlooked.    My experience with Envirothon has 
been extremely positive and I would encourage any-
one looking for
more information to visit: 
  http://www.ontarioenvirothon.on.ca/. 

News Fash 
The team from West Hill Secondary School won the 
Provincials again this year and will represent    On-
tario at the forthcoming International competition.  
**********************************

MAPLE LEAVES FOREVER

A  new activity of your Association this spring was the 
planting of 140 maple tree saplings at two locations 
in Grey County.  We worked with the Maple Leaves 
Forever Foundation that is dedicated to helping re-
store maple trees to the rural roadsides of Ontario 
through partially subsidizing the cost of the saplings.
 
One hundred saplings were planted at the site of the 
Township of Chatsworth’s offices at the junction of 
Highway 6 and County Road 40. The balance was 
planted at the junction of County Roads 12 and 30, 
just outside Markdale.

Over forty volunteer planters, members of the Associa-
tion and their friends, turned out on Saturday April 14 
to plant the maples saplings and we had a great 
barbeque at the Chatsworth site when the work was 
finished.

We are most grateful to the members and Directors 
who made donations towards the cost of the trees 
and to the Grey Sauble Conservation Foundation and 
the Grey County Forestry Stewardship Network for 
their support.

We hope to make this an annual event and plant an 
even larger number of trees next year. If you would 
like to donate next year or help plant the saplings, or 
both, please phone Bob DeJong at 519-794-2864. 
With your help we can eventually make a wonderful 
change in the landscape of Grey County.

Bob DeJong
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Some trees seen by Malcolm Silver during a re-
cent visit to the Dominican Republic. (DR). 

This trip introduced me to the tree that provided 
Europeans with their first timber from the new 
world, the Hispaniolan pine (Pinus   occidentalis). It 
is endemic to that island and the predominant spe-
cies in the Hispaniolan pine forests of Haiti and the 
DR. Hispaniolan pine forests now cover 
11,600   km2  or about 15% of the island and it is 
estimated that more than half of the area originally 
covered by this forest has been lost to clearing 
for   agriculture,   pasture, or plantations   of exotic 
trees. In the DR this ecoregion covers about 6% of 
the land mass; in Haiti it has been reduced to less 
than 1.5%, a point all too obvious at the border 
between the countries where the forest on the DR 
side gave way to denuded, if grassy Haitian hills. 

At 1250m elevation, many of the trees we saw 
were 20 to 30 m tall and with open crowns. The 
bark of the trunk is deeply furrowed Their dark green 
needles came in fascicles of 3, 4 or 5 and were 11-
20 cm long. Its cones were 5-8 cm long, glossy brown, 
and had small prickles on each scale pointing forward; 
apparently the cones mature in about 18 months and 
open to release the seeds, which are 4-5 mm long and 
have a 15mm wing. A symbiotic relationship 
with   fungi   enable Hispaniolan pines to grow on shal-
low, infertile soils. The fungi   colonize the host plant's 
roots in a mutualistic   relationship with this association 
providing the fungus with carbohydrates passing from 
needles to root tissue and in return the tree gains the 
benefits of the mycelium's higher absorptive capacity for 
water and mineral nutrients.
 
In drier areas of the DR neem trees (Azadirachta indica), 

native to the Indian sub-
continent, were widely 
used  to line streets  ur-
ban streets and along 
highways. This is a fast-
growing, drought resis-
tant   tree   that can reach 
15–20 m. It is   ever-
g r e e n , b u t i n s e v-
ere   drought   may shed 
most or nearly all of its 
leaves. Its fairly dense 
crown is roundish or oval 
and may reach a diame-

ter of 15–20 m in old, free-standing specimens. The 
opposite,  pinnate   leaves are 20–40 cm long, with 20 

to 31 medium to dark green leaflets 3–8 cm long; the 
terminal leaflet is often missing. The  petioles  are short. 
Up to 250 white   flowers  are found on drooping  pani-
cles up to 25 cm long. 

The neem is regarded as a wonder tree; all of its parts 
are said to have medicinal properties (seeds, leaves, 
flowers and bark) and are used  in many different medi-
cal preparations. Its chemical constituents nimbidin and 
nimbin have some spermicidal activity. Neem oil is used 
to prepare cosmetics and many oral health products. As 
I learned both in West Africa and   India slender neem 

branches may be 
chewed to c lean 
one's teeth. Neem 
extracts are insecti-
cides; they are not 
outright killers but alter 
an insect’s behavior 
or life processes to 
the point it can no 
longer feed or breed 
or metamorphose. 
Azadi racht in, has 
proved to be the trees 
main agent for bat-
tling insects. Neem 
has proved effective 
against certain fungi 

that infect the human body and in trials neem oil has 
suppressed several species of pathogenic bacteria; 
there is anecdotal evidence of antiviral activity, particu-
larly against pox viruses. Neem cake is widely used to 
fertilize cash crops particularly sugar cane & vegeta-
bles. Ploughed into the soil, it protects plant roots from 
nematodes & white ants, probably due to its contents of 
the residual limonoids.

Despite its many uses I did not learn if any are applied 
in the DR. Certainly, during the past few years, neem 
trees have been widely planted in  Haiti   in reforestation 
programs and for street beautification. Tons of seed from 
these trees are now exported from the country.    I won-
der about its future in the DR because the tree has be-
come a   weed   in many areas where introduced, as I 
have seen in parts of Northern Australia, the   Middle 
East and Senegal.

Sources:
Wikepedia, The free Encyclopedia.
Latta. S; Rimmer, C; Keith, A; et al. Birds of theDomini-
can Republic and Haiti. Princeton University Press 
2006.  
Illustrations: Neem  Tree and the bark of a pine tree. 
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