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GCWA
I spent the Thanksgiving 
holiday, walking through my 
woodlot planting bitter-nut 
hickory and butternut seeds, 
pulling invasive species and 
contemplating what I was 
going to write for this 
newsletter.  I didn’t come up 
with anything in particular but 
I did manage to plant a lot of 
seeds and enjoyed a beautiful 
day in the woods with my 
dogs.
Our annual fall BBQ was held 
at Roger and Susan Short’s 
and was well attended.  The 
beautiful weather allowed for 
a nice walk through their 
plantations winding up at the 
solar power installation. 
Thanks to the hosts Roger and 
Susan for allowing us onto 
their property.
Our new website is up and 
running thanks to one of our 
members, Neil Baldwin. 
Thanks Neil for your efforts. 
As with most organizations, 
most of the work in running 
them is left up to the board of 
directors but Neil approached 

the board about creating a new 
website on his own and 
produced a very professional, 
informative and interactive 
website.  Please check out the 
website if you haven’t already 
and let us know your thoughts.
The Forest Festival was a huge 
success this past week. Instead 
of the usual rain and cold the 
weather was warm and sunny. 
This festival, which some of 
you have volunteered for in 
the past is designed to expose 
Grade 7 students to various 
aspects of our forests and is 
very well received by all 
involved.  As a Woodlot 
Association I believe it is very 
important that we are involved 
in this activity and support its 
continued existence.  I would 
encourage anyone interested in 
helping out next year to 
volunteer a day or two.  
Thanks to those who managed 
to volunteer their time this 
year.
The impact of last year’s 
drought, that killed or stressed 
many trees, is being reflected 
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New GCWA Web Site
Improved · Updated  · Interactive!

We have redesigned our web site with a priority 
on providing up-to-date information and 
enhancing communication to, and between, 
members. 

Sign-up online for email alerts so you are the 
first to learn about new events, get the latest 
newsletter, as well as other news of interest to 
woodlot owners in Grey county.  Access 
immediately useful links and resources right 
from the home page or visit the members area to 
register for events, renew your membership, see 
event photos, post on the members’ marketplace 
and much more!  If you are a current GCWA 

member, contact any board member for a 
members’ area password.

If you have questions, suggestions or difficulties 
contact GCWA member and web guy Neil 
Baldwin at 519-794-0129 or gcwa-
web@naturemail.ca          

this year in a above normal seed production in 
virtually all species.  This will hopefully lead to 
a replenishment of the Angus seed bank which 
has seen dwindling stocks due to repeated years 
of poor seed crops.  Certified seed collectors 
will have been busy this fall collecting this 
abundant crop.  Without the certified seed 
collectors, the annual spring tree planting 
programs would not exist.  Anyone thinking 

about tree planting next spring, this is the time 
to get started by talking to one of the planting 
agencies in the area.
Hopefully the remainder of the fall will be as 
nice as it has been so far so that we can all get 
out into our woodlots and enjoy them for what 
they are. Remember to play safe though.

Lee Thurston,  President

Try it out:

www.gcwa.ca

mailto:gcwa-web@naturemail.ca
mailto:gcwa-web@naturemail.ca
mailto:gcwa-web@naturemail.ca
mailto:gcwa-web@naturemail.ca
http://www.gcwa.ca
http://www.gcwa.ca
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October 03, 2013
By: The Toronto Star

The troublesome Asian long-
horned beetle has re-emerged, 
this time from trees in 
Mississauga, leaving its 
perfectly round exit holes and 
fears of another invasion.
The Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency (CFIA) said 
inspectors confirmed the pest’s 
presence northeast of Pearson 
airport in late September, after 
a person found one of the 
distinctive beetles on his 
car in August.
Twenty trees have since 
been removed and two 
have been confirmed 
infested, according to 
the CFIA. A 2.4 
kilometre swath of land 
near the American Drive 
Business Park, an 
industrial park at 
highways 427 and 409, 
is being surveyed.
The worst-case scenario 
would be costly: 56 per 
cent of Mississauga’s 
tree population is 
susceptible.  The beetle 
attacks hardwood 
species and is especially 

fond 
of 

maple, 
but will 
settle for elm, 
birch, poplar and 
mountain ash trees, 
among others.
Larvae burrow in the trees and 
leave dime-size holes when 
they emerge as adults with 
blue-black and white-spotted 
bodies three centimetres long. 
The larvae feed on the green 

inner bark and those 
exit holes leave 

the tree structurally 
unsound and unhealthy. 

An affected tree can be 
dead within a few years.

The exact scope of the 
infestation is yet to be 
determined, Gavin Longmuir 
Mississauga’s urban forestry 
manager, said.
In April, the federal 
Agriculture department 
declared the pest eradicated 
from Canada. It was last 

detected in late 2007, 
and first noticed near the 
Vaughan-Toronto border 
in 2003.
Nearly 30,000 trees 
were removed from 
affected areas in the 
GTA. In some cases, all 
susceptible trees within 
a 400 meter radius of an 
infected tree were 
chopped down.
But this invasion is 
likely new and not a 
continuation of the old 
one, said Gregory Wolff, 
the CFIA’s chief plant 
health officer.

Asian Long-horned Beetle is Back

THE SPREADING OF THE ASIAN LONG-HORNED BEETLE, LIKE THE 
EMERALD ASH BORER, CAN BE HASTENED BY MOVING INFECTED 

WOOD FROM REGULATED AREAS. 
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October 10, 2013

Abstract from The Toronto 
Sun

Whiskey tastes better in a 
wooden room...
A multi-sensory test, using 
Single Malt Scotch Whiskey, 
in a specially designed bar in 
London concluded that the 
taste, scent and flavour of 
whiskey differed depending 
on the room decor.
The 441 study participants 
tasted whiskey in a room 

decorated with red fruit and 
chiming bells, a second with a 
grassy theme and nature 
sounds and a third paneled in 
wood with crackling wood 
sounds.
The test subjects found the 
whiskey tasted sweet in the 
“fruit” room and woody in the 
“wood” room.
Overall, participants favored 
the “wood” room for drinking 
their whiskey.
Charles Spence, a researcher 
at Oxford University, 
concluded the surroundings 
can enhance a person’s 

whiskey drinking experience 
by up to 20%.
The findings could drive 
design changes in restaurants 
and bars to enhance the 
diner’s experience, Spence 
said.

Positive Effect of  Wood

For an interactive deer habitat tutorial go to:
www.deerandforests.org/habitat

Strategy for Preventing and Managing Human-Deer Conflicts in Southern 
Ontario

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/stdprodconsume/groups/lr/@mnr/@fw/
documents/document/244545.pdf

http://www.deerandforests.org/habitat
http://www.deerandforests.org/habitat
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/stdprodconsume/groups/lr/@mnr/@fw/documents/document/244545.pdf
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/stdprodconsume/groups/lr/@mnr/@fw/documents/document/244545.pdf
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/stdprodconsume/groups/lr/@mnr/@fw/documents/document/244545.pdf
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/stdprodconsume/groups/lr/@mnr/@fw/documents/document/244545.pdf
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October, 2013

By Malcolm Silver

One of the pleasures of summer birding is to see a Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus; Marsh Hawk in 
common parlance) flap-flapping flying then gliding, gently tilting from side to side, as it courses over 
open areas like marshes, grassy fields or young tree plantations before the latter form a canopy.  This 
slender, long winged and tailed, medium sized hawk is usually 2 to 10 m above the ground with wings 
held in a shallow V and in search of prey, (small mammals, which comprise 95% of its diet, small birds 
or other vertebrates) that it pounces on.  The female, which is larger than the male, has reddish-brown 
upper parts while the male is bluish grey, becoming black towards its wingtips; both sexes have buffy- 
whitish under parts and, as a distinguishing feature, a white rump patch.  You may occasionally see a 
bird perched on a fence post and notice that it has a partial facial disc suggestive of an owl and its long 
legs are yellow.
This raptor is the only hawk-like bird known to practice polygamy; up to five females may mate with 
one male in a season.  The nest, made of sticks and lined inside with grass and leaves is built on the 
ground or on a mound of dirt or vegetation.  Four to eight whitish eggs are laid.  When incubating the 
female sits on the nest while the male hunts and brings food to her and the chicks; thus, if he has several 
wives, he’s busy during the summer..  Indeed, a male helps feed chicks after they hatch, but doesn't 
usually watch them for more than 5 minutes.  He usually passes food to the female, who then feeds the 
young, although, later, she will capture prey and simply drop into the nest for the nestlings to eat. 
Chicks fledge at around 36 days and in appearance look like female adults. Breeding maturity isn't 
reached until 2 years in females and 3 years in males.
I see these birds most often in the area between Shelburne and the turn-off to Dundalk and occasionally 
quartering over our swamp.  At this time of the year they’ve moved to the southern United States with 
some going further south to Central or Northern South America.
Illustrations from left to right; female, male and flying female showing characteristic white rump patch 
seen on both adults. 

From left to right:  female, male and flying female showing characteristic white rump patch

The Northern Harrier
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Wood is a renewable energy 
resource. And because trees 
recycle carbon dioxide, wood 
burning doesn’t contribute to 
the problem of climate 
change. As well, advanced 
combustion technologies mean 
more heat and less smoke 
from the wood you burn.

Any fuel you choose to heat 
your home will affect the 
environment. When wood is 
not burned properly, it can 
have negative impacts on both 
outdoor and indoor air 
quality., smoky fires that 
produce a plume of blue-grey 
smoke from the chimney are 
the main cause of air pollution 
related to wood burning. You 
can reduce the amount of 
smoke from wood heating in 
many ways.
	
 •If possible, upgrade to a 
new, cleaner-burning stove or 
fireplace. Cleaner-burning 
appliances are certified to 
CSA International’s CSA 
B415.1 smoke emissions 
standard or to U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency rules. These 
appliances reduce smoke 
emis- sions by as much as 90 
percent compared with 
conventional wood stoves, 
fireplaces and furnaces. Ask 
your hearth products retailer 
for details.
	
 •Select an appliance that 
is the right size for your 
home’s heating needs, and 
place it in the main living area 

to make the best use of the 
heat it produces.
	
 •Use a modern chimney 
matched to your appliance.
	
 •Avoid smouldering fires 
by using the clean-burn tech- 
niques covered in Chapter 10, 
“Preventing Smoke, Smells 
and Cold Hearths.” Burning 
wood cleanly reduces up to 
half the amount of smoke 
produced.
	
 •Use well-seasoned, dry, 
clean firewood that is split to 
the right size for your 
appliance.
	
 •Make your house more 
energy efficient so that you 
use less fuel to heat it. Using 
less fuel wood means less 
environmental impact and less 
work on your part.

Nearly every day, we read 
news reports about the need to 
reduce emission of 
greenhouse gases (GHGs) to 
prevent climate change and 
related problems. The main 
source of GHGs is the burning 
of oil, gas and coal to produce 
the energy we use. These fuels 
are called fossil fuels because 
they are taken from deep 
beneath the earth’s surface, 
where they have been formed 
over millions of years. When 
fossil fuels are burned, GHGs
are released. The main GHG 
is carbon dioxide (CO2). 
Increased concentrations of 
these gases in the atmosphere 
trap the sun’s heat close to the 
earth and cause the average 

global temperature to rise.  
Wood, however, differs from 
fossil fuels such as oil and gas 
because it is carbon neutral. 
The term “renewable” refers 
to the fact that trees recycle 
CO2. As a tree grows, it uses 
CO2 from the air as a source 
of carbon to build its structure. 
This carbon makes up about 
half of the weight of wood. 
When wood is burned, it 
decomposes rapidly, and CO2 
is released into the atmosphere 
again. A similar amount of 
CO2 would be slowly released 
if the tree died and was left to 
rot on the forest floor. As a 
result, wood heating doesn’t 
contribute to the problem of 
climate change the way fossil 
fuel use does. But wood fuel 
is truly renewable only if it is 
produced by using sustainable 
forestry practices. Canada’s 
forests can be a perpetual 
source of fuel – as long as 
they are cared for and 
managed properly.

       

Wood Burning and the Environment

The carbon cycle
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For the complete Guide to Residential Wood Heating 

by Natural Resources Canada, click link below:

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=heating%20with

%20wood&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CF8QFjAD&url=http%3A%2F

%2Faea.nt.ca%2Ffiles%2Fdownload

%2F554&ei=YXFyUtf2C4XM2gWW8IHACw&usg=AFQjCNHEqrsCnYfofs1c

xs7QwsPHl7NJIA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.b2I&cad=rja

October 24, 2013

Reprinted with permission 
from the Working Forest 
Newspaper.

Trees may turn golden for 
reasons that have nothing to do 
with the onset of autumn: 
Eucalyptus trees can hold 
grains of gold, potentially 
helping reveal buried treasure, 
scientists now find.
Many plants root deep into the 
Earth, drawing up nutrients 
and minerals they need for life. 
Researchers hope this fact 
could one day help miners 
unearth gold, especially since 
discoveries of new deposits of 
the precious metal have 
dropped 45 percent over the 
last 10 years.Scientists in 
Australia focused on 
eucalyptus trees, since traces 
of gold are sometimes found in 
soils surrounding these plants. 
However, researchers were not 
certain until now whether trees 
could actually absorb the 

precious metal from 
underground deposits or if the 
wind simply blew gold dust 
there from other sites.
Now one group has discovered 
the first evidence in nature 
of gold particles located within 
living tissue from trees.
Researchers investigated 
leaves, twigs and bark of 
eucalyptus trees up to 35 feet 
(10 meters) tall from two 
locations in Australia — one in 
the west, another in the south. 
Past exploratory drilling 
revealed these sites had gold 
buried underground, but the 
areas were undisturbed by 
further mining activity that 
might have contaminated the 
trees with gold dust.
X-ray analysis revealed gold 
particles up to about 8 microns 
wide in cells from the trees, or 
about 10 times thinner than the 
average human hair. Field 
samples and greenhouse 
experiments suggest these gold 
particles, which exist at 
concentrations not harmful to 

the 
trees,  

are 
absorbed by the roots 
and transported to its 
extremities, such as leaves, 
where the highest 
concentrations were observed.
These findings, detailed online 
Oct. 22 in the journal Nature 
Communications, suggest the 
trees could tap into gold 
deposits up to 115 feet (35 
meters) below them while 
searching for water under 
drought conditions.
"We were astounded at the 
capability of the eucalyptus 
trees to bring up gold from the 
equivalent of a 10-story 
building,"study lead author 
Melvyn Lintern, a geochemist 
at the Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organization in 
Australia, told LiveScience's 
OurAmazingPlanet.
The researchers are not 
proposing mining these 
eucalyptus trees for gold, 

There’s Gold in them there Trees

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=heating%20with%20wood&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CF8QFjAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Faea.nt.ca%2Ffiles%2Fdownload%2F554&ei=YXFyUtf2C4XM2gWW8IHACw&usg=AFQjCNHEqrsCnYfofs1cxs7QwsPHl7NJIA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.b2I&cad=rja
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=heating%20with%20wood&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CF8QFjAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Faea.nt.ca%2Ffiles%2Fdownload%2F554&ei=YXFyUtf2C4XM2gWW8IHACw&usg=AFQjCNHEqrsCnYfofs1cxs7QwsPHl7NJIA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.b2I&cad=rja
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=heating%20with%20wood&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CF8QFjAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Faea.nt.ca%2Ffiles%2Fdownload%2F554&ei=YXFyUtf2C4XM2gWW8IHACw&usg=AFQjCNHEqrsCnYfofs1cxs7QwsPHl7NJIA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.b2I&cad=rja
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=heating%20with%20wood&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CF8QFjAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Faea.nt.ca%2Ffiles%2Fdownload%2F554&ei=YXFyUtf2C4XM2gWW8IHACw&usg=AFQjCNHEqrsCnYfofs1cxs7QwsPHl7NJIA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.b2I&cad=rja
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=heating%20with%20wood&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CF8QFjAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Faea.nt.ca%2Ffiles%2Fdownload%2F554&ei=YXFyUtf2C4XM2gWW8IHACw&usg=AFQjCNHEqrsCnYfofs1cxs7QwsPHl7NJIA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.b2I&cad=rja
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=heating%20with%20wood&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CF8QFjAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Faea.nt.ca%2Ffiles%2Fdownload%2F554&ei=YXFyUtf2C4XM2gWW8IHACw&usg=AFQjCNHEqrsCnYfofs1cxs7QwsPHl7NJIA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.b2I&cad=rja
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=heating%20with%20wood&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CF8QFjAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Faea.nt.ca%2Ffiles%2Fdownload%2F554&ei=YXFyUtf2C4XM2gWW8IHACw&usg=AFQjCNHEqrsCnYfofs1cxs7QwsPHl7NJIA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.b2I&cad=rja
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=heating%20with%20wood&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CF8QFjAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Faea.nt.ca%2Ffiles%2Fdownload%2F554&ei=YXFyUtf2C4XM2gWW8IHACw&usg=AFQjCNHEqrsCnYfofs1cxs7QwsPHl7NJIA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.b2I&cad=rja
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=heating%20with%20wood&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CF8QFjAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Faea.nt.ca%2Ffiles%2Fdownload%2F554&ei=YXFyUtf2C4XM2gWW8IHACw&usg=AFQjCNHEqrsCnYfofs1cxs7QwsPHl7NJIA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.b2I&cad=rja
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=heating%20with%20wood&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CF8QFjAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Faea.nt.ca%2Ffiles%2Fdownload%2F554&ei=YXFyUtf2C4XM2gWW8IHACw&usg=AFQjCNHEqrsCnYfofs1cxs7QwsPHl7NJIA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.b2I&cad=rja
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Board of  Directors:

President:  	         Lee Thurston,  	
	 	         ldthurston@gmail.com
Vice President:   Carl Sadler,  	 	         
	 	         c.sadler@greysauble.on.ca
Treasurer: 	         Larry Cluchey,  
 	                     lcluchey@wightman.ca
Secretary:             Malcolm Silver, 
	  	         silverm@rogers.com
Membership:      Anne Lennox,  	
 	                     a.lennox@greysauble.on.ca
Website: 	         Neil Baldwin,	       
                                neil.baldwin@naturemail.ca 
Newsletter: 	         David Port,  	
	                     davidport@bmts.com
  	   	         Hans Hess,  	
	                     hhess57@gmail.com 
Events:	         Chris Vander Hout, 	  
	                     chris@evolvebuilders.ca
Consultant:	         Jim Penner,
	                     j.penner@svca.on.ca

PROPERTY TOUR
November 16, 2013

hosted by Chris Vander Hout
Details and registration at: 

www.gcwa.ca

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
February 2014

details to be announced

ELMWOOD WOODLOT 
CONFERENCE

“Woodlands and Water”
March 29-30, 2014

TRAIL DEVELOPMENT 
WORKSHOP,  2014

details to be announced

Events

Forest Industry welcomes Trade Deal with Europe

http://workingforest.com/forest-industry-welcomes-trade-deal-europe/?

utm_source=Monday%2C+October+21%2C+2013&utm_campaign=Monday

%2C+October+21%2C+2013&utm_medium=email

Lintern cautioned. "The 
amount of gold in the trees is 
extremely small. You would 
need 500 trees or more 
growing over a gold deposit to 

have enough gold to make a 
ring."
Instead, eucalyptus trees could 
help miners identify where 
deeply buried gold deposits 

might be located and therefore 
avoid wasting time, money and 
resources hunting for the 
precious metal over vast tracts 
of land, Lintern said.
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