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GCWA
The reasons that people own 
woodlots are as diverse as the 
people that own them, but 
what are the reasons we 
belong to a woodlot 
association?  We ask that 
question whenever we send 
out renewals or recruit new 
members to the Grey County 
Woodlot Association.  Mostly, 
people respond with the 
newsletter, workshops and 
tours and contact with 
professionals being the top 
three of their list.
In order to provide the 
newsletter, workshops and 
tours, a significant amount of 
time and effort is required of 
the Board of Directors, many 
of whom have been on the 
Board since the inception of 
the Association.
Recently, we have had several 
positions on the Board vacated 
for a variety of reasons and we 
are now down to a mere 6 
members, four of them being 
the Professionals we want to 

have contact with.  When I 
joined the board we had 12 
members sitting.
At a Board meeting a little 
more than a year ago, we 
discussed how we could 
reduce the workload on our 
Professionals, in the running 
of the Association.  It seemed 
like a worthwhile goal and one 
that would put more of the 
running of the organization 
into the hands of the 
membership.  This has not 
proved to be the case.
Without a strong Board we 
will not be able to provide the 
services that we, as members, 
say are important to us.
I strongly urge any of our 
members to put their names 
forward and volunteer to 
joining the Board of Directors.  
You don’t need to be a forestry 
professional to be an asset in 
the running of the organization 
as all kinds of talents are 
needed.
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Dear Members,

Saturday, February 22nd, is GCWA’s Annual 
General Meeting, at Grey-Sauble Conservation 
HQ on Inglis Falls Rd.  The business portion 
begins at 10AM and typically wraps up around 
noon. Stay on for a free chili lunch followed by 
a snowshoe hike with guided tree identification. 
Learn from experts how to determine species 
even when there are no leaves to examine!  Free 
to GCWA members.  Help us estimate numbers 
and register online by February 15th. 
(Registration not required to attend business 
meeting only.)

Snowshoe article from Wikipedia:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snowshoe

What to do with Toronto’s broken Trees?

http://workingforest.com/after-ice-storm-question-remains-what-do-
broken-trees-comment/?utm_source=Monday%2C+January+20%2C

I will be asking for people to come forward 
again at the AGM in February, so please consider 
submitting your name.

Take care and play safe in your woodlot. 

                          Lee Thurston,  President
                            

http://woodlots.wordpress.com/members-area/register/
http://woodlots.wordpress.com/members-area/register/
http://woodlots.wordpress.com/members-area/register/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snowshoe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snowshoe
http://workingforest.com/after-ice-storm-question-remains-what-do-broken-trees-comment/?utm_source=Monday%2C+January+20%2C+2014&utm_campaign=Monday%2C+January+20%2C+2014&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/after-ice-storm-question-remains-what-do-broken-trees-comment/?utm_source=Monday%2C+January+20%2C+2014&utm_campaign=Monday%2C+January+20%2C+2014&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/after-ice-storm-question-remains-what-do-broken-trees-comment/?utm_source=Monday%2C+January+20%2C+2014&utm_campaign=Monday%2C+January+20%2C+2014&utm_medium=email
http://workingforest.com/after-ice-storm-question-remains-what-do-broken-trees-comment/?utm_source=Monday%2C+January+20%2C+2014&utm_campaign=Monday%2C+January+20%2C+2014&utm_medium=email
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January 08, 2014

By: The North Bay Nugget

The extreme cold in southern 
Ontario might be good for ash 
trees.
A U.S. researcher says once 
temperatures hit -30 C, 
emerald ash borer larvae 
start to die.
Robert Venette, a biologist 
with the U.S. department of 
agriculture forest 
service, told Fox 9 the 
invasive and deadly bug that 
usually goes dormant in the 
winter starts to die at about 
-29 C. Once the temperature 
hits -34 C, 90% of the larvae 
will die.  
But a Canadian researcher says 
there's only a 50% die-off when 
temperatures reach -30 C, and 

recent temperatures haven't hit 
that level.
Southern Ontario temperatures 
have hovered around -20 C, 
said Barry Lyons, research 
scientist with the Canadian 
Forest Services, and there will 

be some impact on the bug 
but not much.
Temperatures have been below 
-30 C with the wind chill, 
which he said only affects 
humans.

Lyons explained the emerald 
ash borers produce an 
antifreeze chemical to survive 
the winter, and produce more in 
the coldest months.  Also, 
because the bugs are burrowed 
below the tree bark, the 

temperature would likely be 
warmer than air temperature.
Natural Resources Canada 
said the emerald ash borer 
was first detected in 
Windsor, Ont., in 2002. It 
spread across the province 
and into Quebec.
The bug, which burrows 
under the bark of ash trees, 
has few natural enemies, 
which has allowed it to 

thrive. Within six years of 
arriving in a woodlot, nearly all 
the trees in that area will be 
destroyed.

The North Bay Nugget

Extreme Cold could kill Emerald Ash Borer

Cold Hardiness of  EAB:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5191794.pdf

Will subzero Temperatures kill Forest pests?
http://www.isaontario.com/content/will-sub-zero-temperatures-kill-

beetles-are-killing-canadian-forests

A co-operative effort between States and Provinces on EAB:
http://www.emeraldashborer.info/#sthash.D6ek7xgM.dpbs

http://www.nugget.ca/2014/01/07/extreme-cold-could-kill-emerald-ash-borer-researcher
http://www.nugget.ca/2014/01/07/extreme-cold-could-kill-emerald-ash-borer-researcher
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5191794.pdf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5191794.pdf
http://www.isaontario.com/content/will-sub-zero-temperatures-kill-beetles-are-killing-canadian-forests
http://www.isaontario.com/content/will-sub-zero-temperatures-kill-beetles-are-killing-canadian-forests
http://www.isaontario.com/content/will-sub-zero-temperatures-kill-beetles-are-killing-canadian-forests
http://www.isaontario.com/content/will-sub-zero-temperatures-kill-beetles-are-killing-canadian-forests
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The following is a reprint of an article which appeared in the Markdale Standard in 1891.  It is 
interesting to note how environmental concerns about tree planting and tree cutting are fairly consistent 
over time.

                                                                        Forestry

Editor Standard:

Sir, perhaps you will allow these lines on forestry admission to your columns.  I send you herewith the 
new forestry report.  If any of your readers who are interested in this matter will send their addresses to 
me, a copy will be sent to them free and post paid.

It is most important that in Ontario we should continue our efforts in tree planting.  I am glad to say 
that public opinion is being aroused to it’s necessity, and many who possess the means and time are 
planting rows of trees as windbreaks and endeavoring to preserve what pieces of forest they have.  On 
the other hand there are many whose exigencies compel them to cut down and sell the timbers they have 
left on their farms, thus depriving themselves of shelter and injuring the fertility of the land.

When large masses of forest are interspersed throughout a country the rainfalls are better distributed 
and more beneficial; and where either these or windbreaks are allowed to stand in sufficient numbers, 
the rapid passage of wind over land is checked, and drying out to a great extent prevented.  In a 
sufficiently wooded country the rain is more likely to fall in frequent showers.  Where such is not the 
case, it falls in torrents of water injuring the crops and washing away the soil.  We have but fifteen 
years’ supply of firewood left in older Ontario, and as this goes so does most of our hardwood fit for 
manufacturing and building purposes.  In a few years, when both become scarce, many people will 
begin to plan; but a little trouble taken now will save many years of waiting then.

The forestry report now ready for distribution contains many suggestions as to the various kinds of trees 
advisable to plant, and the best methods of planting them and sowing their seed, with much valuable 
forestry information from this and other countries.

Yours truly,
        R.W. Phipps

                 251 Richmond St.
Toronto

Mar. 26, 1891

Historical Note

The Amazing Journey of  Ontario’s former Blowsand Areas:
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/OFRI/2ColumnSubPage/

275155.html

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/OFRI/2ColumnSubPage/275155.html
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/OFRI/2ColumnSubPage/275155.html
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/OFRI/2ColumnSubPage/275155.html
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/OFRI/2ColumnSubPage/275155.html
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High Bat Mortality from Wind                  Turbines

Nov. 8, 2013 

A new estimate of bat deaths 
caused by wind turbines 
concludes that more than 
600,000 of the mammals likely 
died this way in 2012 in the 
contiguous United States. The 
estimate, published in an 
article in BioScience, used 
sophisticated statistical 
techniques to infer the 
probable number of bat deaths 
at wind energy facilities from 
the number of dead bats found 
at 21 locations, correcting for 
the installed power capacity of 
the facilities.

Bats, although not widely 
loved, play an important role 
in the ecosystem as insect-
eaters, and also pollinate some 
plants. They are killed at wind 
turbines not only by collisions 
with moving turbine blades, 
but also by the trauma 
resulting from sudden changes 

in air pressure that 
occur near a fast-
moving blade.
The article by 
Mark Hayes of the 
University of Colorado 
notes that 600,000 is a 
conservative estimate; the 
actual figure could be 50 
percent higher. The estimate is 
in rough agreement with some 
previous estimates, but bigger 
than most. The data that Hayes 
analyzed also suggest that 
some areas of the country 
might experience much higher 
bat fatality rates at wind 
energy facilities than others: 
the Appalachian Mountains 
have the highest estimated 
fatality rates in Hayes's 
analysis.
The consequences of deaths at 
wind energy facilities for bat 
populations are hard to assess 
because there are no high 
quality estimates of the 
population sizes of most North 
American bat species. But 
Hayes notes that bat 

populations 
are already 

under stress 
because of 

climate change and disease, in 
particular white-nose 
syndrome. The new estimate is 
therefore worrisome, 
especially as bat populations 
grow only very slowly, with 
most species producing only 
one young per year.

Story Source:
The above story is based on 
materials provided by 
American Institute of 
Biological Sciences, via 
EurekAlert!, a service of 
AAAS.

Note: Materials may be edited for content and length. For further information, please contact the source 
cited above.

Bats have been added to this year’s most 
endangered animal and plant list in Canada.

http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2013-11/aiob-hbm110413.php
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2013-11/aiob-hbm110413.php
http://www.aibs.org/
http://www.aibs.org/
http://www.aibs.org/
http://www.aibs.org/
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2014 GREY-BRUCE WOODLOT CONFERENCE

           
   Elmwood Community Centre

Saturday Conference        March 29, 2014    9:00 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.
• Display set up 8 a.m. – 9 p.m.
• Registration and display viewing  9 a.m. – 9:30 p.m.

Conference Speakers (9:30-2:45)
• Invasive Water Species
• Reptiles and Amphibians in Your Woodlot
• Pond Specialist

Lunch – noon
• Constructing Bridges Over Woodlot Watercourses 
• Land Stewardship – Habitat Rehabilitation

 Pre-registration Cost - $25.00/ person (please pay at the workshop) 
                                   - includes coffee, snacks, hot roast beef lunch and dessert 
                                   - cheque or cash only (receipts will be issued at the workshop)
                                   - cheques are payable to Grey-Bruce Woodlot Conference 
Registration at the door  – $35.00 

Sunday Tour              March 30, 2014     10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
Municipal forest at Hanover’s water treatment centre
(Location & map will be available at the Saturday conference)

Tour cost is $10.00         Payable at the Saturday conference or before the tour starts
Admission is free for those who attend the Saturday conference or are members of the Bruce 
County or Grey County Woodlot Association’s.
                                                   Pre-registration is REQUIRED

For further information on the conference, to register for the day, the tour or set up a display 
contact: Saugeen Conservation - Jim Penner (519-367-3040 ext. 233) or email  
j.penner@svca.on.ca

NO
TIC

E

mailto:jpforest@bmts.com
mailto:jpforest@bmts.com
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Elmwood Community Centre

The 2014 Grey-Bruce Woodlot Conference & Exhibition is hosted by your local:

Bruce County Woodlot Association
County of Bruce
County of Grey

Grey Sauble Conservation Authority

Grey County Woodlot Association
Ministry of Natural Resources

Ministry Agriculture Food & Rural Affairs
Saugeen Conservation

NO
TIC

E
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For the third winter in a row, a Snowy Owl 
irruption has delighted birders in southern 
Canada & the US.  Last winter, movement was 
most pronounced in western Canada, 
concentrated on the Fraser River Delta of BC & 
around Regina, Sask.  This winter it’s been 
eastern Canada’s turn, with sightings massed 
from Manitoba east to Newfoundland – where 
the biggest concentration of owls gathered on 
their way south in late fall.  
A few began to show by mid-Nov, but in the 2nd 
week of Dec. over 300 birds were found on 
Avalon Peninsula in the province’s southeast 
most near Cape Race.  The owls continued south 
into the NE U.S., giving birders there the best 

showing in about 90 years, if not the best ever.  
One bird even made it to Bermuda.  Biologists 
speculate that most came from northern PQ, 
where lemming populations were exceptional 
last summer, meaning pairs raised larger clutches 
than usual.  
While many of these owls are youngsters that’ll 
have a tough time finding enough food to survive 
the winter, even if    banding studies show that 
good numbers return to the Arctic to breed.  So if 
you see a large bird like the one illustrated sitting 
on a fence post you can now identify it; it is an 
unusual visitor.

Snowy Owl

Snowy Owl  Nyctea scandiaca

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/snowy-owl/

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/snowy-owl/
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/snowy-owl/
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Board of  Directors:

President:  	         Lee Thurston  	
	 	         ldthurston@gmail.com

Vice President:        Carl Sadler  		         
	 	          c.sadler@greysauble.on.ca

Treasurer: 	         Larry Cluchey  
 	                        lcluchey@wightman.ca

Secretary:                  Malcolm Silver
                                      silverm@rogers.com

Membership:            Anne Lennox 	
 	                        a.lennox@greysauble.on.ca

Website: 	          Neil Baldwin	       
                                      neil.baldwin@naturemail.ca 

Newsletter:                Hans Hess 	
	                        hhess57@gmail.com
 
Events:	                       Chris Vander Hout 	
	                        chris@evolvebuilders.ca

Consultant:	          Jim Penner,
	                        j.penner@svca.on.ca

   
Events

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
 Saturday, February 22, 2014 

Registration at: 
www.gcwa.ca

ELMWOOD WOODLOT 
CONFERENCE

“Woodlands and Water”
March 29-30, 2014

Pre-register with Jim Penner at
j.penner@svca.on.ca

TRAIL DEVELOPMENT 
WORKSHOP,  2014

details to be announced
  

Directors needed!
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