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GCWA
Once again, we are nearing the 
end of a long, cold, snowy 
winter.  Firewood piles are 
getting low or are exhausted 
and we wait patiently for the 
spring flowers and birds to 
return.  Maple sap is being 
turned into syrup and the 
lengthening days make it 
possible to believe that spring 
is just around the corner.

For those of you who were at 
the AGM, you will know the 
rumour going around about 
the Emerald Ash Borer being 
killed off by the cold this 
winter is not true and we can 
fully anticipate the continued 
spread of this pest. 

You would also know the 
Woodlot Association voted in 
favour of providing some 
funding towards the 
monitoring and tracking of the 
EAB’s spread through Grey 

and Bruce Counties.  As the 
federal government has 
stopped monitoring the spread 
of the EAB, Anne Lennox, 
from the Grey Sauble 
Conservation Authority, has 
taken the lead in organizing a 
group of stakeholders to 
determine a strategy for 
monitoring the locations of 
new hot spots in our area.  
Hopefully this will assist in 
helping woodlot owners 
determine when they need to 
be concerned about their ash 
trees and be better prepared 
for the inevitable loss.  Look 
for updates later in the year.

Also, at the AGM, the 
majority present voted to 
proceed with the 
amalgamation of the Bruce 
and Grey County Woodlot 
Associations.  A target date 
was set for August of this year. 

President’s Comment
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 Emerald Ash Borers kryptonite?

http://www.lfpress.com/2013/07/04/the-parasitic-wasp-slays-the-ash-tree-killer-by-laying-eggs-in-
the-ash-borers-larvae?

utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Ash+borer
%E2%80%99s+kryptonite+%7C+The+London+Free+Press#.Uz7fu0urFKc.gmail

Maple Syrup flowing slow:

http://www.torontosun.com/2014/03/06/maple-syrup-harvest-flow-moving-slow?
token=bc7b4c71578376f8080a0dfe11864924&utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button
_gmail&utm_campaign=Maple+syrup+harvest+flow+moving+slow+%7C+Ontario+%7C+News+
%7C+Toronto+Sun#.Uz7lQ2SHnCo.gmail

Enjoy the spring weather when it arrives and...  

              ...play safe in your woodlot. 

                  Lee Thurston,  President

As you are aware, we are in 
the process of amalgamating 
with the Bruce County 
Woodlot Association.  This 
will hopefully reinvigorate 
our Associations as well as 
provide us with a larger Board 
of Directors and a larger pool 
from which to draw talent.

We normally produce four 
newsletters per year, but with 
the amount of work involved 
in the amalgamation process, 
the lack of a newsletter editor 
(this is Hans’s last one) and 

the timing of the amal-
gamation we, the Board, 
decided not to publish a 
summer newsletter.  The next 
issue will be published in 
summer or early fall by the 
newly merged Association.

Please let us know if you are 
interested in becoming our 
new editor, or would like to 
be involved in the process at 
another level.  You do not 
have to sit on the Board and 
you are your own boss, 
although the pay is imaginary.

If you have any suggestions 
regarding newsletter content, 
contact us as well. 

Thanks for your patience, 
Lee Thurston

Announcement

http://www.lfpress.com/2013/07/04/the-parasitic-wasp-slays-the-ash-tree-killer-by-laying-eggs-in-the-ash-borers-larvae?utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Ash+borer%E2%80%99s+kryptonite+%7C+The+London+Free+Press#.Uz7fu0urFKc.gmail
http://www.lfpress.com/2013/07/04/the-parasitic-wasp-slays-the-ash-tree-killer-by-laying-eggs-in-the-ash-borers-larvae?utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Ash+borer%E2%80%99s+kryptonite+%7C+The+London+Free+Press#.Uz7fu0urFKc.gmail
http://www.lfpress.com/2013/07/04/the-parasitic-wasp-slays-the-ash-tree-killer-by-laying-eggs-in-the-ash-borers-larvae?utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Ash+borer%E2%80%99s+kryptonite+%7C+The+London+Free+Press#.Uz7fu0urFKc.gmail
http://www.lfpress.com/2013/07/04/the-parasitic-wasp-slays-the-ash-tree-killer-by-laying-eggs-in-the-ash-borers-larvae?utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Ash+borer%E2%80%99s+kryptonite+%7C+The+London+Free+Press#.Uz7fu0urFKc.gmail
http://www.lfpress.com/2013/07/04/the-parasitic-wasp-slays-the-ash-tree-killer-by-laying-eggs-in-the-ash-borers-larvae?utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Ash+borer%E2%80%99s+kryptonite+%7C+The+London+Free+Press#.Uz7fu0urFKc.gmail
http://www.lfpress.com/2013/07/04/the-parasitic-wasp-slays-the-ash-tree-killer-by-laying-eggs-in-the-ash-borers-larvae?utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Ash+borer%E2%80%99s+kryptonite+%7C+The+London+Free+Press#.Uz7fu0urFKc.gmail
http://www.lfpress.com/2013/07/04/the-parasitic-wasp-slays-the-ash-tree-killer-by-laying-eggs-in-the-ash-borers-larvae?utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Ash+borer%E2%80%99s+kryptonite+%7C+The+London+Free+Press#.Uz7fu0urFKc.gmail
http://www.lfpress.com/2013/07/04/the-parasitic-wasp-slays-the-ash-tree-killer-by-laying-eggs-in-the-ash-borers-larvae?utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Ash+borer%E2%80%99s+kryptonite+%7C+The+London+Free+Press#.Uz7fu0urFKc.gmail
http://www.torontosun.com/2014/03/06/maple-syrup-harvest-flow-moving-slow?token=bc7b4c71578376f8080a0dfe11864924&utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Maple+syrup+harvest+flow+moving+slow+%7C+Ontario+%7C+News+%7C+Toronto+Sun#.Uz7lQ2SHnCo.gmail
http://www.torontosun.com/2014/03/06/maple-syrup-harvest-flow-moving-slow?token=bc7b4c71578376f8080a0dfe11864924&utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Maple+syrup+harvest+flow+moving+slow+%7C+Ontario+%7C+News+%7C+Toronto+Sun#.Uz7lQ2SHnCo.gmail
http://www.torontosun.com/2014/03/06/maple-syrup-harvest-flow-moving-slow?token=bc7b4c71578376f8080a0dfe11864924&utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Maple+syrup+harvest+flow+moving+slow+%7C+Ontario+%7C+News+%7C+Toronto+Sun#.Uz7lQ2SHnCo.gmail
http://www.torontosun.com/2014/03/06/maple-syrup-harvest-flow-moving-slow?token=bc7b4c71578376f8080a0dfe11864924&utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Maple+syrup+harvest+flow+moving+slow+%7C+Ontario+%7C+News+%7C+Toronto+Sun#.Uz7lQ2SHnCo.gmail
http://www.torontosun.com/2014/03/06/maple-syrup-harvest-flow-moving-slow?token=bc7b4c71578376f8080a0dfe11864924&utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Maple+syrup+harvest+flow+moving+slow+%7C+Ontario+%7C+News+%7C+Toronto+Sun#.Uz7lQ2SHnCo.gmail
http://www.torontosun.com/2014/03/06/maple-syrup-harvest-flow-moving-slow?token=bc7b4c71578376f8080a0dfe11864924&utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Maple+syrup+harvest+flow+moving+slow+%7C+Ontario+%7C+News+%7C+Toronto+Sun#.Uz7lQ2SHnCo.gmail
http://www.torontosun.com/2014/03/06/maple-syrup-harvest-flow-moving-slow?token=bc7b4c71578376f8080a0dfe11864924&utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Maple+syrup+harvest+flow+moving+slow+%7C+Ontario+%7C+News+%7C+Toronto+Sun#.Uz7lQ2SHnCo.gmail
http://www.torontosun.com/2014/03/06/maple-syrup-harvest-flow-moving-slow?token=bc7b4c71578376f8080a0dfe11864924&utm_source=addThis&utm_medium=addthis_button_gmail&utm_campaign=Maple+syrup+harvest+flow+moving+slow+%7C+Ontario+%7C+News+%7C+Toronto+Sun#.Uz7lQ2SHnCo.gmail


3

By Malcolm Silver
The ruffed grouse (Bonasa 
umbellusis), is found amongst 
broad-leaved trees, especially 
poplars, birch, and alders, 
which provide catkins and 
buds that form its staple winter 
food.  Of its Latin names 
Bonasa means good when 
roasted, these are, after all, 
game birds, and umbellus, a 
sunshade.  The latter refers to 
the ruff of dark-coloured neck 
feathers that are particularly 
large in the male.  When he 
displays, these are erected and 
surround his head almost like 
an umbrella.  By nodding his 
head and ruffs, and spreading 
his tail and strutting, the male 
identifies himself to the female 
and encourages her advances. 
The bird frequently occurs in 
the early stages of forests 
regeneration after logging or 
forest fires, is non-migratory 
and sometimes, incorrectly, is 
called a "partridge".  Their 
beak, legs, wings, and gut 
allow it to feed on buds, 
leaves, and twigs but they are 
omnivores, also eating berries, 
seeds, and insects.  Insects and 
other invertebrates make up 
only a small part of an adult 
grouse’s diet, but chicks 2 to 4 
weeks old depend on such 
protein-rich prey.  In much of 
their range, ruffed grouse 
populations go through 8-
to-11-year cycles of increasing 
and decreasing numbers.  This 
cycle can be related to a 

snowshoe hare cycle.  When 
hare populations are high, 
predator populations also 
increase; when hare numbers 
diminish predators must find 
alternate prey and turn to 
grouse, decreasing their 
numbers. 
The male grouse,

about the size of a bantam has 
short legs and weighs about 
500 g; females are smaller.  
They both have a short, 
triangular crest and a long, fan-
shaped tail.  The dappled and 
barred plumage ranges from 
pale grey through sombre red 
to rich mahogany; in the east, 
most are predominantly grey, 
but some are red.  There is 
much white on the underside 
and flanks, and overall the 
birds have a variegated 
appearance. The tail is 
essentially the same brownish 
grey, with regular barring and 
a broad black band near its 
end. 
Males and females live 
separately.  A male establishes 
a territory by drumming and 
fighting.  Come spring it stands 
on a platform, such as a rock, 
log or stump, and beats his 

wings slowly and then more 
rapidly, creating a hollow, 
drumming sound.  He stays in 
his territory throughout his life, 
chasing other males away and 
courting females in his area 
where he finds all necessities 
for life.  Hens live alone 
throughout the forest, do not 
display, and move over a larger 
area than males.  Small radio 
transmitters attached to their 
back indicate they cross trails 
with each other and may travel 
through the territories of 
several males.  After mating, 
females choose a nest site at 
the base of a tree, stump, or 
rock in areas with sparse 
ground cover that give a clear 
view of predators.  The nest is 
a simple, hollowed-out 
depression and is typically 
lined with vegetation plucked 
from the nest edge.  She raises 
a single brood alone from 9-14 
eggs after an incubation period 
of 23-24 days; chicks are 
precocial. 

          Female Grouse
I hear or am startled by these 
birds more often than I see 
one.  Thus, one hears males 
drumming in spring; females 

Ruffed Grouse

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_migration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_migration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omnivore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omnivore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insect
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insect
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clucking to keep chicks 
together during summer and I 
am startled when a bird is 
disturbed and flies off in the 
woods.  They are specially 
adapted to handle winter 
weather.  Their toes grow 
projections from their sides, 
making them look like combs 
and these act as snowshoes. 
The grouse’s habit of burying 
itself in soft snow to roost can 
cause almost heart stopping 
encounters when a bird erupts 
from the surface when 
snowshoeing or skiing. 

Depression in snow caused by     
grouse bursting forth from it
A good winter for them is one 
with soft, deep snow that lasts.  
If the snow cover is inadequate 
or has a hard crust, or if there 
are long periods of cold and 
wind, grouse cannot find 
enough suitable protection.  
Under these conditions they 
lose weight; some may starve, 

others freeze to death and 
many fall prey to predators. 
To track one down, note the 
locations where you hear 
drumming males.  Otherwise, 
you may encounter foraging 
birds simply by walking slowly 
and quietly through the forest, 
or while driving along narrow 
forested roads.  In winter, 
watch for them feeding on 
deciduous-tree buds in bare 
treetops along a road.  The 
birds frequently seek gravel 
and clover along road beds 
during early morning and late 
afternoon.  Also, they use 
sandy road beds to dust their 
feathers and rid themselves of 
skin pests.  Dusting sites are 
visible as areas of disturbed 
soils with some signs of 
feathers.  Birds will return to 
these spots during the late 
afternoon to bathe in dust, 
socialize and mate.  In spring 
you’ll likely see lone birds; in 
summer look for females with 
broods of chicks and in winter 
birds form groups when eating 
buds of deciduous trees. 
Grouse droppings are long, 
curved cylinders, about the 
thickness of pencils.  Drum 
logs are easily identified by the 

piles of droppings on them. 
Droppings and feathers show 
where grouse have been, 
roosted, or paused in hiding. 
Where there is sand and rotting 
wood, the birds make 
depressions and tracks, which 
show their dust bathing and 
passage.  In winter, tracks, 
roosts in the snow and bits 
knocked from trees are 
additional clues that show their 
presence and activity. 

Sources:
Rusch, Donald H., Stephen 
Destefano, Michael C. 
Reynolds and David Lauten. 
2000. Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa 
umbellus). In The Birds of 
North America Online No. 515 
(A. Poole, Ed.). Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, Ithaca, New York. 
Sibley, David Allen. 2001. The 
Sibley Guide to Bird Life and 
Behavior. Alfred A. Knopf, 
New York.

Ruffed Grouse drumming sounds:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jFwdGho1IA

Ruffed Grouse drumming:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNC2XLb1Q_E

http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/515/articles/introduction
http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/515/articles/introduction
http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/515/articles/introduction
http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/515/articles/introduction
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jFwdGho1IA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jFwdGho1IA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jFwdGho1IA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jFwdGho1IA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNC2XLb1Q_E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNC2XLb1Q_E
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Every year the Board of 
Directors select a woodlot 
owner or member of the 
Association in recognition of 
their contributions to forest 
stewardship.

This year’s recipients have 
planted over 130,000 trees 
through both subsidized and 
non subsidized planting 
programs.  As well, they  
purchased and planted, on 
their own, almost 13000 trees.  
This equates to over 200 acres Carl flanked by Vicki and Gunter

of plantings.  As well, they 
have donated several parcels 
of land to the Escarpment 
Biosphere so that these parcels 
will be protected in perpetuity.
Therefore, the Board feels that 
Gunter and Vicki Springer 
deserve special recognition 
with this, The Grey County 
Woodlot Association Award of 
Merit.

   Lee Thurston, President

We would like to extend a warm welcome to Susan McGowan who has joined GCWA's Board of 
Directors. 
Susan is the Forest Health Technician for the Midhurst and Aurora districts of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources.  She spends her days with all of the nasty critters and diseases our forests have to put up 
with.
Along with her experience and knowledge, she brings a warm smile and friendly personality to the 
Board.  
Susan proved her mettle as a Director in the early years of our Association when she was involved 
with the production of the newsletter.
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Lee Thurston, President

Award of  Merit

New Director Appointed

CONGRATULATIONS
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April 01, 2014

From The Working Forest
By Phys.org

A Yale University-led study 
has found that using more 
wood and less steel and 
concrete in building and bridge 
construction would 
substantially reduce global 
carbon dioxide emissions and 
fossil fuel consumption.
Despite an established forest 
conservation theory holding 
that tree harvesting should be 
strictly minimized to prevent 
the loss of biodiversity and to 
maintain carbon storage 
capacity, the new study shows 
that sustainable 
management of wood 
resources can achieve both 
goals while also reducing 
fossil fuel burning.
The results were published in 
the Journal of Sustainable 
Forestry.
In the comprehensive study, 
scientists from the Yale School 
of Forestry & Environmental 
Studies (F&ES) and the 
University of Washington's 
College of the Environment 
evaluated a range of scenarios, 
including leaving forests 
untouched, burning wood for 
energy, and using various solid 
wood products for 
construction.
The researchers calculated that 
the amount of wood harvested 
globally each year (3.4 billion 

cubic meters) is equivalent to 
only about 20 percent of 
annual wood growth (17 
billion cubic meters), and 
much of that harvest is burned 
inefficiently for cooking. They 
found that increasing the wood 
harvest to the equivalent of 34 
percent or more of annual 
wood growth would have 
profound and positive effects:
Between 14 and 31 percent of 
global CO2 emissions could be 
avoided by preventing 
emissions related to steel and 
concrete; by storing CO2 in the 
cellulose and lignin of wood 
products; and other factors.
About 12 to 19 percent of 
annual global fossil fuel 
consumption would be saved 
including savings achieved 
because scrap wood and 
unsellable materials could be 
burned for energy, replacing 
fossil fuel consumption.
Wood-based construction 
consumes much less energy 
than concrete or steel 
construction. For example, 
manufacturing a wood floor 
beam requires 80 megajoules 
(mj) of energy per square 
meter of floor space and emits 
4 kilograms (kg) of CO2. By 
comparison, for the same 
square meter, a steel beam 
requires 516 mj and emits 40 
kg of CO2, and a concrete slab 
floor requires 290 mj and emits 
27 kg of CO2. Through 
efficient harvesting and 
product use, more CO2 is 

saved through the avoided 
emissions, materials, and wood 
energy than is lost from the 
harvested forest.
"This study shows still another 
reason to appreciate forests—
and another reason to not let 
them be permanently cleared 
for agriculture," said Chadwick 
Oliver, Pinchot Professor of 
Forestry and Environmental 
Studies, Director of the Global 
Institute of Sustainable 
Forestry at F&ES and lead 
author of the new study. 
"Forest harvest creates a 
temporary opening that is 
needed by forest species such 
as butterflies and some birds 
and deer before it regrows to 
large trees. But conversion to 
agriculture is a permanent loss 
of all forest biodiversity."
The manufacture of steel, 
concrete, and brick accounts 
for about 16 percent of global 
fossil fuel consumption. When 
the transport and assembly of 
steel, concrete, and brick 
products is considered, its 
share of fossil fuel burning is 
closer to 20 to 30 percent, 
Oliver said.
Reductions in fossil fuel 
consumption and carbon 
emissions from construction 
will become increasingly 
critical as demand for new 
buildings, bridges and other 
infrastructure is expected to 
surge worldwide in the coming 
decades with economic 
development in Asia, Africa, 

More Wood Construction Can Slash Global Reliance 
on Fossil Fuels



7

and South America, according 
to a previous F&ES study. And 
innovative construction 
techniques are now making 
wood even more effective in 
bridges and mid-rise apartment 
buildings.
According to Oliver, carefully 
managed harvesting also 
reduces the likelihood of 
catastrophic wildfires.
And maintaining a mix of 
forest habitats and densities in 
non-reserved forests—in 
addition to keeping some 
global forests in reserves—
would help 
preserve biodiversity in 
ecosystems worldwide, Oliver 
said. About 12.5 percent of the 
world's forests are currently 
located in reserves.
"Forests historically have had a 
diversity of habitats that 
different species need," Oliver 

said. "This diversity can be 
maintained by harvesting some 
of the forest growth. And the 

harvested wood will save fossil 
fuel and CO2 and provide jobs
—giving local people more 
reason to keep the forests."
More information: "Carbon, 
Fossil Fuel, and Biodiversity 

Mitigation with Woods and 
Forests," Journal of 
Sustainable Forestry, 2014.

Provided by Yale School of 
Forestry & Environmental 
Studies
Phys.org

Lumber felling and milling in the ‘40s - video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qb_YNZn_kaQ&feature=player_embedded

Ontario’s Old Trees:  

http://www.ancientforest.org/oldtrees.htm

Logging in North Western Ontario:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KR3mGxMsXUo

World’s tallest CLT apartment building:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHpthNBiYqE

http://www.ancientforest.org/oldtrees.htm
http://phys.org/news/2014-03-wood-slash-global-reliance-fossil.html
http://phys.org/news/2014-03-wood-slash-global-reliance-fossil.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qb_YNZn_kaQ&feature=player_embedded
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qb_YNZn_kaQ&feature=player_embedded
http://www.ancientforest.org/oldtrees.htm
http://www.ancientforest.org/oldtrees.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KR3mGxMsXUo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KR3mGxMsXUo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHpthNBiYqE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHpthNBiYqE
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By Paul O’Hara
It was a couple of years ago. I 
forget what I was searching for 
now. Something tree-related - 
dreams of discovering more 
grainy black and white shots of 
loggers enveloped in Southern 
Ontario old growth. I was 
scanning the Niagara Falls 
online digital library when I 
saw a photograph 
that has been 
burned into my 
brain to this day. It 
was labeled:
The Old Indian 
Trail - Marker 
Tree, Townline Rd. 
(at Thorold – 
Stamford)

Go check it out. It 
shows a mature, 
roadside White 
Elm on the 
Haldimand Clay 
Plain near Thorold 
with its side 
branches pulled 
down, the trunk and 
main branches drawing the 
shape of an ‘M’, the lateral 
branches forming the crown. 
Aboriginals had purposefully 
modified the tree at one time – 
early to mid 1800s I would 
guess - to point along an 
ancient footpath. The tree was 
well known in the community, 
ravaged by Dutch Elm Disease 
in the early 70s, but saved as a 
snag until a windstorm brought 
it down December 28,1982.

Wow, I thought, dumbfounded 
and flooded with questions. 
Where do I find out more 
about Indian trail marker trees? 
Are there more photos of tree 
markers I could find? Are there 
marker trees standing on the 
landscape of Southern Ontario 
today?

Shagbark Hickory marker at 
Maidstone Conservation Area. It 
points north up the nearby Puce 
River towards the shore of Lake St. 
Clair. - Paul O’Hara

My first couple of questions 
would be answered with a little 
more surfing. I came across 
two links about trail marker 
trees, both from the United 
States. The first one is run by 
the Mountain Stewards 
(mountainstewards.org) of the 

Southern Appalachians, the 
second, a link to the Great 
Lakes Trail Marker Tree 
Society
(greatlakestrailtreesociety.org) 
run by artist and trail marker 
tree researcher, Dennis 
Downes* from Illinois. Both 
sites show numerous photos of 
trail marker trees standing in 

the U.S. today, but 
most of them 
didn’t look like the 
Old Indian Trail 
Marker Tree in 
Thorold. 
Most were 
modified to point 
in one direction 
and, not 
surprisingly in the 
U.S., most of them 
were oak.

Downes’ site dug 
deeper into the 
background on 
how marker trees 
were formed and 

provided tips on what 
constitutes a true trail marker 
tree (Apparently, there is some 
debate over what constitutes a 
true marker as there are a lot of 
bad examples out there – folks 
calling any old misshapen tree 
a trail marker.). True markers 
were modified near the ground. 
A sapling was bent over and its 
leader was tied down with 
rawhide, grapevine or secured 
with heavy rocks. The lateral 

Trail Marker Trees in Ontario
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branch pointing directly 
upwards was retained while 
the rest were removed. Over 
time the tree settled into the 
bend, the rawhide was 
removed or withered away, and 
a ‘nose’ was often left to point 
the way. As the tree grew, the 
diameter of the main trunk 
remained larger than the lateral 
branch forming the crown. 
Other trees, like the branches 
on the Thorold 
marker, were just 
pulled down and 
secured. Either 
way, marker trees 
were meant to look 
very purposeful, 
distinguishing 
them from 
naturally bent 
trees.

I learned that 
marker trees were 
used by 
Aboriginals to 
point to all kinds 
of things: villages 
and camps, water 
sources and river 
fords, or to mark 
boundaries between Aboriginal 
tribes. It is thought that the 
practice of marking trees was 
taught to the first Europeans, 
and it is plausible that they and 
not the First Nations formed 
some of the markers remaining 
on today’s landscape.

Apparently, trail marker trees 
were common in pre-
settlement times, most now 
lost to habitat destruction and 
the practice of removing ill-
formed trees in woodlots.

My quest to find marker trees 
in Southern Ontario lead me to 
spend a winter revisiting my 
old haunts in Hamilton, Halton 
and Niagara Regions to no 
avail. It was only when I 
started asking friends and 
fellow botanists that I started 
to get somewhere. None of 
them really knew about marker 
trees before.   

One of three Sugar Maple markers 
near the shoreline of Big Cedar Lake 
in the Kawarthas. - Paul O’Hara

I just shared what little I had 
discovered and for some, a 
little light bulb went on above 
their heads as they recounted 
seeing a similar looking tree at 
such and such place. Some of 
the leads were dead ends, but 
some led me to the most 
magical trees I have ever seen.
A friend told me about seeing 
markers at her partner’s 
cottage in the Kawarthas. 

Another told me about a tree in 
a Caledonia hedgerow. I 
learned of a grafted, double-
trunked Sugar Maple that 
stood in Binbrook along the 
Welland River, believed to be a 
boundary marker between 
Iroquoian tribes (that is, until 
some kids started a fire under it 
10 years ago and burnt it to the 
ground). This past summer, my 
friend and tree colleague, 

Gerry Waldron, 
showed me a 
couple of amazing 
marker trees in 
Windsor-Essex 
(see photos). One 
of them is the most 
impressive tree I 
have seen (on line 
or in person) to 
this day. And last 
fall I stumbled 
across a couple 
Sugar Maple 
markers less than 
100m apart in 
north Burlington 
pointing in the 
same direction 
along a path from 
the Niagara 

Escarpment to Lake Ontario - 
the only marker trees I have 
discovered on my own thus far.

Perhaps early colonists to 
Southern Ontario modified the 
smaller trees, but it is thought 
that, because of the bends, the 
growth on marker trees is slow 
and the trees are older than 
they look. What is clear is that 
marker trees exist in Southern 
Ontario, and that marking trees 
was an ingenious practice 
employed by the Anishinabe 



10

(Ojibway) and Haudenosaunee 
(Iroquois) Peoples of Southern 
Ontario.

There is something so 
beautiful, sophisticated, and 
poetic about trail marker trees. 
It is incredible to think in this 
age of frenzied, 
electronic 
communication, that 
living, natural messages 
so simple and practical 
are still standing on the 
landscape today – a 
centuries old tap on the 
shoulder pointing us the 
way home. Reaching 
back to a time before the 
car, before roads and 
traffic lights, when 
sticking to the forest trail 
was crucial to survival, 
and a wrong turn could 
spell danger or death. For 
these reasons, I would 
argue that our oldest trail 
marker trees are the most 
historically important 
trees in Ontario today.

I am continuing my 
search to find and 
document more trees, 
seeing it as a project with 
a 10 or 20-year horizon. 
Yes, researching and 
walking old Aboriginal trails is 
helpful, but again, I have found 
the best way to find out more 
about these special trees is just 
to ask around. And so I am 
appealing to naturalists across 
Ontario: 
Do you know of a trail marker 
tree where you live? In your 
wanderings, do you remember 
seeing a tree like these? 

Do you know of a marker tree 
that once stood where you live, 
a document describing it, or 
someone who may know of a 
marker tree in your area? If so, 
I would be very pleased to talk 
to you by phone or email, 
please and thank you.

The Mother of All Markers' in 
Kingsvllle near Point Pelee. Gerry 
Waldron and a White Oak marker 
pointing west along a trail that is 
documented on a map drawn by 
crown surveyor Patrick McNiff in the 
179O's. There is little doubt this 
magical tree was marked by 
Aboriginals sometime in the 18th 
century. - Paul O'Hara 

I just learned of a trail marker 
tree that was chopped down 
this year, unknowingly, by a 
property owner along the 
shoreline of Lake Erie at Port 
Dover. Once the trees are dead 
- or removed - we lose their 
untold stories, stories that tell 

us about who we are and 
where we come from, 
stories we can share with 
future generations about 
this very special land, 
and the incredible people 
that walked and marked 
its forest paths.

* Dennis Downes’ new book 
Native American Trail Marker 
Trees: Marking Paths Through 
the Wilderness is available 
through the Great Lakes Trail 
Marker Tree Society at: 
www.greatlakestrailmarkertree
society.org. It is the first 
comprehensive book on trail 
marker trees ever published.

http://www.greatlakestrailmarkertreesociety.org
http://www.greatlakestrailmarkertreesociety.org
http://www.greatlakestrailmarkertreesociety.org
http://www.greatlakestrailmarkertreesociety.org
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