
 

Introduction 
Malcolm Silver, Newsletter Editor 

Hi Folks. This is YOUR Newsletter so I would encourage 
members’ comments and/or contributions. They would be most 
welcome both to fill pages and give me direction as to writings. This is 
especially important when I develop writer’s block or am uncertain if 
content fascinates or turns you off. 

In this edition you will find: 

 President’s Message, including a synopsis of the most recent Board 
meeting, and ongoing work by our Directors and Resource Contacts 

 Update on  Lyme Disease 

 Summary of a recent Public Meeting in Owen Sound for 
Coordinated Review of Growth and Greenbelt Plans 

 Report on using drones in forestry application 

 Upcoming BGWA events and meetings 

 As well, I offer you some tree-related observations and thoughts 
from a recent journey I made through Iceland.  

I hope you enjoy the newsletter and look forward to any feedback and 
suggestions for future editions. 

Newsletter 
SUMMER 2015 

BGWA Member Newsletter 

ANNUAL MEMBERS’ BBQ - SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 12th  

Join  fellow BGWA members at Alan Park, east of Hanover, to enjoy great food 

and great company.  And great learning!! This year’s event will feature a Tree ID 

hike, as well as a guided woodland mushroom walk  by the same fungi specialist 

who gave such an enthusiastic presentation at this year’s woodlot conference. 

*RAIN OR SHINE* 

COMPLETE DETAILS AND ONLINE REGISTRATION STARTING mid-AUG, WWW.BGWA.CA 

or for non-email members, call BGWA Secretary Craig Todd 519-371-8465 
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BGWA MEMBER NEWSLETTER 

is published quarterly and distributed to 
current BGWA members. Submissions are 
always welcomed on any topic related to 

BGWA’s vision: 

Promoting healthy forests and 
ecosystems in Bruce and Grey 
Counties through education, 
recreation and sustainable 

management practices. 

Information, opinions, and directions  in this 
publication are those of the authors and do 

not necessarily reflect BGWA policy. 

bgwa-webadmin@naturemail.ca 

Mailing address:  c/o Carl Sadler, Grey 
Sauble Conservation Authority, 237897 Inglis 

Falls Rd, RR4, Owen Sound, N4K 5N6  

President’s 

Message 

Chris VanderHout 

In thinking about the natural 
world around us, I like to consider 
positive things first. After a very 
dry spring that had me feeling 
concerned about a continuing dry 
season, rains have come and con-
tinued to supply our forests and 
natural areas with lots of moisture 
creating what appears to be great 
growing conditions for most plant 
life. This is especially nice as trees 
are in their period of putting on 
growth and can do so without be-
ing stressed by the lack of water. 
Another result that I notice in my 
forest is the high level of activity 
by song birds. It bears witness to 
these creatures as they communi-
cate to each other or, as I like to 
think, for the simple pleasure of 
being alive.  

From a forest management per-
spective, I’m also thinking of the 
trees that were planted by many 
this dry spring and them getting 
the moisture they need in their 
first critical year of survival. For 
all members who took-on tree 
planting on their land this year, 
I’m sure you will share these senti-
ments. Certainly this is a great 
time of year to observe all mem-
bers of the forest community 
flourishing in their surroundings 
of abundance with warmth, sun-
light and moisture. I find myself 
less in activity in the forest and 
spending more time taking in this 
amazing time of year. Of course 
there is a self centred part of me 
that finds it less enjoyable to per-
form tasks in the heat of summer. 

Since our last newsletter, we held 
a director’s meeting on June 11th 
at the GSCA office in Owen 
Sound. During that meeting I note 
the following activity: 

 Determining and selecting 3 
potential new names for the 
organization, then putting 
forth to the membership for 
input. Our final decision on 
the name is to be made during 
our next meeting and then we 
will implement work to create 
a new logo. 

 Determined date and facilitate 
for our second event to Rural 
Rootz Nature Reserve North of 
Wiarton. 

 Determined date and location 
for our Annual BBQ, as well as 
deciding on a presenter for 
that day. 

 Commit to having a presence 
at Heritage Days in Paisley on 
Aug 15th as well as at the Pais-
ley Fair in September. 

 Plan to have a cedar manage-
ment workshop in the fall. 

 Evaluated the status of our 
communication and agreed 
that the online activities 
through the website are going 
well with a good success 
around our constitutional ap-
proval vote.  

 I agreed to welcome new 
members with a personal 
phone call which I have now 
done for most of the newly 
signed-up members this year. 

 Update on our attendance at 
the Green Belt meeting in Ow-
en Sound this past Spring. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Board Meetings 
** Members Welcome ** 

Aug 13, 7-9PM @ Sulphur 

Springs CA Resource Centre 

Oct 8, 7-9PM @ Grey Sauble 

Conservation  Authority HQ  

Workshop: C
edar 

Stand Management 

Sat OCT 24, 10AM-noon 

Lindsay Tract, near 

Ferndale 

Learn about sustainable 

harvest and regeneration. 

Watch BGWA web site 

for details  

and sign-up 
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 Update on our involvement in 
the Grey Bruce Envirothon, a 
competition engaging school 
children in various aspects of 
our natural environment. To 
learn more about members 
should go to it go to 
www.ontarioenvirothon.on.ca 

Overall, I am very pleased with 
the great committed group of di-
rectors and our assisting profes-

sionals. Together we work to 
maintain and integrate the Associ-
ation’s goals and objectives from 
our mission statement into our 
events, educational outreach and 
general networking opportunities. 

Moving forward, we are working 
hard to maintain all of the ground-
work created by the previously 
independent groups. We look for-
ward to seeing as many members 
as possible out to our Fall Barbe-
que for the opportunity to share 

our experiences and enjoy each 
other’s company through sharing 
food and educational experience. 

A reminder; members are wel-
come to attend our Directors meet-
ings, with the next on Aug 13th at 
the Sulphur Springs Conservation 
Area office in Hanover. 

In the meantime, stay tuned for 
opportunities to participate in our 
events  via our website , masterful-
ly maintained by director Neil 
Baldwin. 

(President’s Report, from page 2) 

Public Meeting: Coordinated Review 

of Growth & Greenbelt Plans 
Kevin Predon, Bruce County Forestry Technician 

The regional town hall meeting, held at the Bayshore 
Center in Owen Sound, on April 18th 2015, was a 
very well attended. There was not a capacity crowd, 
but the hosts from the various ministries were 
pleased with the number who attended;  they includ-
ed a handful of BGWA  members  

The event started with an open house. There were 
about a dozen “info graphic” posters set up on easels 
in an ovular perimeter of the room. These allowed 
the general public to circulate, absorb the infor-
mation, and ask questions of ministerial staff stand-
ing close by.  

Now, not to sound too negative or too clichéd, I 
found this part to be a lot of feathers and not much 
chicken. The posters were pretty, but did not convey 
a lot of information. Perhaps this is because I am a 
forester and not a planner. There were images 
demonstrating what urban areas will look like with 
increasing populations accompanied with maps and 
graphs. Also, the bulk of the material concerns the 
growth plan for the “Greater Golden Horseshoe” ar-
ea, which does not include Grey and Bruce Counties.  

The second part of the event consisted of small table 
discussions. They had six topics: 1) Protecting agri-
cultural land, water and natural areas, 2) Keeping 
people and goods moving, and building cost-
effective infrastructure, 3) Addressing climate change 

and building resilient communities, 4) Building com-
munities that attract workers and create jobs, 5) Fos-
tering healthy, livable and inclusive communities, 
and 6) Improving implementation and better aligning 
the plans. There were several tables dedicated to each 
one of these topics where about 8 people would sit 
and discuss their topic and present the relevant mate-
rial to the larger group at the end of the discussion 
period.  

I sat in one of the “Protecting Agricultural Land, Wa-
ter, and Natural Areas” groups. They had a list of 
questions to initiate the discussion. Within my group 
was the president of the Ontario Federation of Agri-
culture. He made some valid points about ensuring 
the protection of soil classes 1-4 and to strengthen the 
existing soil maps. He also stated the need to ensure 
that the four documents being reviewed (The Growth 
Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, The Green-
belt Plan, The Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation 
Plan, and The Niagara Escarpment Plan) all use the 
same language as the provincial planning document. 
The most relevant point that I was able to make co-
herent was the example of the County acquiring an-
other 100 acres for the Lindsay Tract last year, there-
fore ensuring that land will be managed sustainably 
in perpetuity. Then I said “We should do more of 
that, but the county council may not like it because 
they don’t make money in taxes from it”.  

I think that many people left the event feeling satis-
fied that their voices were heard. There was a lot of 
material generated from the discussion groups; hope-
fully the ministerial committees will make use of it. 
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Update: Lyme Disease 
Prepared by Malcolm Silver 

If you go down to the woods today, you're sure of a big surprise. 
If you go down to the woods today, you'd better go in disguise!  

Opening lyrics of the Teddy Bears’ Picnic song  
Jimmy Kennedy (1932).   

I have written about the danger of Lyme disease pre-
viously in the  Fall 2011 Newsletter for the former 
GCWA (available to members on the BGWA web 
site) and wish to stress it again. Infections 
are most frequent from May through Sep-
tember. The previous note described incu-
bation period, symptoms, means of remov-
ing attached ticks and the need for protec-
tive clothing when in forest or tall grass. As 
a reminder here are photographs of the 
black legged tick, a frequent vector, and of 
the acute bull’s eye skin lesion associated 
with the disease. The Public Health Agency 
of Canada has issued a Public Health Re-
minder on Lyme disease.1  Domestic cats 
and dogs are susceptible to the disease but 
cannot transmit it to humans.   

The lyrics cited above are apt because pre-
vention is much better than cure in this dis-
ease. So, be disguised by wearing appropri-
ate apparel to avoid tick bites & by prevent-
ing infection make sure you are not sur-
prised.   

The reason for discussing the topic again is that the 
number of Lyme disease cases is rising, with diagno-
ses occurring in areas that were, historically, Lyme-
free. Scientists attribute this to the spread to popula-
tions of blacklegged ticks now flourishing in areas 
once thought to be devoid of them. In a new study, 
biologists, used genetic and phylogeographic anal-
yses to determine the origin and recent migratory his-
tory of newly discovered tick populations in North-
eastern USA. Their findings indicate that ticks moved 
into new areas from established populations, mainly 
through short-distance, local moves. The results shed 
light on patterns of disease spread and could have 
implications for strategies to control ticks and reduce 
disease. The researchers noted that the reasons for the 
population expansion are unclear. Possibly the ticks 
are adapting to new local environments, or that 

changes in land use and climate are making new en-
vironments more suitable for them.2   On May 11 2015 
the Middlesex-London Health Unit sought assistance 
in advising it of any black legged ticks found and 
their locations, to help identify high-risk areas and 
focus efforts to prevent Lyme disease.3 

I indicated in the last note that medical controversy 
existed about chronic Lyme disease. Parts of the prob-
lem relate to under diagnosis, Canadian diagnostic 
guidelines are based on US Centers for Disease Con-
trol’s poorly defined definitions, rather than the more 

comprehensive understanding of the dis-
ease based on European experience and 
that diagnostic serological tests used in 
Canada lack specificity. The web site of the 
Canadain Lyme Disease Foundation pro-
vides details of current difficulties and re-
search in progress. 4 A recent article in the 
Kingston Whig Standard does too. 5 The 
Ontario Lyme Alliance 6 is currently work-
ing to urge the provincial government to 
follow through on its promise to create a 
provincial strategy for Lyme disease.  On 
November 27th, 2014, Mr. Michael Mantha, 
MPP for Manitoulin-Algoma, tabled a mo-
tion in the Legislative Assembly which 
asked that the Minister of Health develop a 
provincial strategy. It was passed unani-
mously but this strategy must be developed 
before November 27th, 2015, or the motion 
will lapse.  

References  

1 Public Health Reminder: Lyme disease  www.phac-aspc.gc.ca › 
Home › Public Health Notices 

2 Camilo E. Khatchikian, Melissa A. Prusinski, Melissa Stone et 
al.. Recent and rapid population growth and range expansion of 
the Lyme disease tick vector, Ixodes scapularis, in North Ameri-
ca. Evolution, July 2015 DOI: 10.1111/evo.12690  

3 Spread of Black-Legged Ticks - Middlesex-London Health Unit 
https://www.healthunit.com/blog/black-legged-tick 

4 Canadian Lyme Disease Foundation canlyme.com 

5 Lyme disease controversy | The Kingston Whig-Standard 
www.thewhig.com/2015/04/24/lyme-disease-controversy 

6 Ontario Lyme Alliance www.ontariolymealliance.ca/ 

Because of continuing controversy on this matter 
opinions expressed here are those of Malcolm Silver, 
MD and not those of the BGWA.   



Member Newsletter Bruce Grey Woodlot Association   

2015 - Issue #2 - summer                                                                                                                                     5 

Your Travelling Editor 
By Malcolm Silver 

In June I visited Iceland. Because of the Gulfstream its 
summers are short and cool; winters are mild. Annual 

rainfall averages 400 mm in the north and up to 3500 mm 

in the south.  The country is markedly affected by 

glaciation and subject to both volcanic action and plate 

tectonic movement. First impression, driving from the 
airport to Reykjavik, was of a dearth of forests except 
for downy birch (Betula pubescens) seen as isolated 
stands. Past land-use and not climate caused 
permanent destruction of 95% of Iceland’s original forest 

cover.  In fact, forests grow as well in Iceland as in 
other parts of the world where forestry is a major 
industry. My initial impressions changed as I traveled 
though the country and saw many plantations. & 
with increasing knowledge I saw parallels between 
forestry there and in Ontario.  

Organizations and Programs 

The Iceland Forest Service (IFS) manages the 
National Forests, (about 7000 ha or 5% of Icelandic 
forests and woodlands). The Icelandic Forestry 

Association (IFA) is an umbrella organization for 57 
local forestry societies that are non-governmental 
volunteer organizations of people interested in 
afforestation. The Icelandic Forest Owners 

Association (FOA) was formed in 1998 to represent 
the views and concerns of forest owners. Its 
membership (over 700) mostly consists of forest 
owners participating in RAPs (see below). The FOA 
has a volunteer board of directors, a very small 
budget, one part-time employee and no permanent 
headquarters. Outreach, in the form of meetings, 
conferences and publication of a magazine is an 
increasing part of FOA activities.  

Since 1990, forestry societies have been the main 
actors in the Land Reclamation Forest Project (LRFP) 
responsible for 10-30% of annual planting. The aim is 
to afforest eroded or degraded land and 40-75% of 
seedlings planted annually have been native birch. 
Besides the LRFP local forestry societies are mostly 
concerned with managing forests and woodlands for 
outdoor recreation, some grow Christmas trees and 
some have small tree nurseries. 

 

From its limited beginnings as a pilot project by the 
IFS in 1970, state supported afforestation on farms 
has grown to be the main channel for afforestation 
activity. In 1984, the original pilot project evolved 
into a grants scheme run by the IFS, where farms 
located within the best areas for afforestation were 
eligible to participate and the only goal was to 
establish plantations for wood production.  

Funding was always in short supply and only about 
70 farms participated during the 16 years that the 
grants scheme was in effect, most with small land 

areas devoted to afforestation. Five Regional 

Afforestation Projects (RAPs) were established to 
cover all of Iceland. They are mini-agencies under the 
Ministry of Environment and Resources and their 
function is to manage the state grants scheme for 
afforestation on farms, each in its own region.  

The RAPs took over from the IFS grants scheme one-
by-one. The RAPs make contracts with landowners, 
draw up afforestation plans, co-ordinate seedling 
production and distribution, provide education and 
extension services (usually in co-operation with the 
Agricultural University and the IFS) and distribute 
the grants. Each farm afforestation grant covers 97% 
of establishment costs, including fencing, roads, site 
preparation, planting and the first thinning. The 
individual landowner owns the resulting forest and 
bears all legal responsibility. Usually a landowner 
also does the planting, thereby receiving part of the 
grant in compensation.  A forest-farmer, afforesting a 
large tract of land, can earn as much as 2-3 months 
wages/ year. RAPs were responsible for roughly 75% 
of planting in Iceland in 2011 

Afforestation during the past 65 years.   

About 8% of the total area of Iceland is climatically 
suited for afforestation and reforestation.  Between 
1950 and 1990 IFS’s main emphasis was on 
afforestation, and it was responsible for roughly half 
the trees planted up to 1990, mostly on Forest Service 
lands. To this end, the IFS built and ran six tree 
nurseries. After 1990, seedling production was 
gradually privatized and others took the lead in 
planting. Tree planting is now a relatively minor part 
of IFS’s activities but continues at a rate of 20-50 

(Continued on page 6) 
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hectares/year. Besides planting, IFS promotes 
increased woodland area through direct seeding and 
self-seeding birch. 

After an early phase of experimental afforestation 
with exotic tree species, forestry efforts largely 
focused on protecting birch forest remnants.  
Protection entails fencing these areas to exclude 
sheep, still necessary today for all afforestation areas, 
due to uncontrolled summer grazing.  From 1950 to 
1989, ½ to 1 million seedlings were planted annually.  
The principal species were exotic conifers: Picea abies, 
Picea sitchensis, Pinus sylvestris, Pinus contorta and 
Larix sibirica. Afforestation through planting 
increased again to roughly 4 million seedlings 
annually throughout most of the 1990s reaching a 
peak of about 6 million seedlings/year during 2007-
2009. Planting of native birch increased proportionate 
to the total, comprising as much as 30% of seedlings 
planted in some years. Larix sukaczewii (syn. L. sibirica 
var. sukaczewii) was planted to roughly the same 
extent and planting of Picea sitchensis increased as 
older stands showed very good growth. A serious 
disease (dieback) has attacked the Russian larch. The 
most serious pest attacks have affected two needled 
pines and the spruces. 

Current Situation  

As cultivated forests get older and a growing number 
of them are noticeable in the landscape, it has become 
obvious that a forest resource is developing; still 
small but growing in area. Also the importance of 
forests for outdoor recreation, especially around 
urban areas is appreciated, resulting in increased 
emphasis on developing and maintaining the social 
functions of forests. Afforestation is by far the best 
means to reclaim and rehabilitate the eroded and 
degraded land that characterizes much of the 
Icelandic landscape, changing it to productive and 
functioning ecosystems, providing habitats for a great 
variety of life and mitigating climate change in the 
process.  

The good growth of several tree species has probably 
been most important in changing people's attitude 
towards forestry. Several exotic species, including 
Picea abies, P. engelmannii, P. glauca, Pinus cembra/

sibirica, P. sylvestris, Abies lasiocarpa, Betula pendula, 
Larix decidua and Pseudotsuga menziesii have all 
reached between 18 and 22 m in height. Besides the 
native birch, the major species used in forestry are 
Larix sukaczewii, Picea sitchensis, Pinus contorta and 
Populus trichocarpa. They have all reached at least 22 
m and show mean increments ranging from 5 to 15 
m3/ha/yr. Both Populus trichocarpa and Picea 
sitchensis have reached 25 m in height. Based on 
growth curves, Larix sukaczewii and Pinus contorta will 
certainly reach 25 m height on good sites by age 100 
years and Picea sitchensis and Populus trichocarpa at 
least 30 m.  In addition to these, roughly 150 species 
of trees and large shrubs are in regular cultivation in 
forests and shelterbelts.  

The collapse of the Icelandic Krona in 2009 meant that 
wood imports became very expensive and provided 
opportunities for greater use of domestic wood. 
Plantations from the 1950s-´70s needed thinning and 
for the first time it was possible that thinning could 
be economically sustainable. Indeed, timber 
production from thinnings has become a major 
activity. Today, birchwoods are not economically 
important as a source of wood or fodder. Some 
forests are popular recreation areas and are important 
from an ecological perspective as remnants of an 
ecosystem that once covered much of the country. 
They also act as sources of forest-related plants, 
animals and fungi to colonize afforestation areas.  

Sources and available to further knowledge: 

Forestry in a treeless land | Iceland Forest Service  
www.skogur.is › Iceland Forest Service 

Afforestation and Reforestation in Iceland - by S Blöndal -  1987  
www.jstor.org/stable/1551420 

 

(Travelling Editor, continued from page 5) 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/1551420
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Drones and the Forest 
By Malcolm Silver 

In referring to drones, I’m not thinking of male bees 
or lackadaisical woodlot owners; rather aircraft with-
out a pilot aboard. They go by many names—
unmanned air vehicle (UAV), remotely piloted air-
craft system, model aircraft, remote control aircraft 
and drone. Drones are remarkable devices able to 
hover in midair, do back flips and spins; maneuver 
smoothly and precisely through small spaces or work 
in concert with other drones; and do all this while 
carrying things like a stabilized video camera and a 
multitude of other technologies aboard. They have 
increasing uses, both for pleasure and business. 

What Rules Govern Flights? 

For individual use and providing your UVA weighs 
less than 2 kg and is used for recreational purposes, 
you don’t need permission to fly it. For weights be-
tween 2.1 kg and 25 kg and you meet safety condi-
tions and Transport Canada’s exemption for UAVs 
of that weigh you don’t need permission to fly. How-
ever, you must notify Transport Canada by complet-
ing a submission form, available on line. You have a 
responsibility to fly a drone safely and legally.  

Here you must follow rules defined in the Canadian 
Aviation Regulations and respect the Criminal Code as 
well as all municipal, provincial, and territorial laws 
related to trespassing and privacy. Transport Canada 
expects you to follow these basics.  

Do fly your aircraft during daylight and in good 
weather (not in clouds or fog); keep your aircraft in 
sight, where you can see it with your own eyes not 
only through an on-board camera, monitor or 
smartphone; make sure your aircraft is safe for flight 
before take-off. Ask yourself, for example, are the bat-
teries fully charged? Is it too cold to fly?; know if you 
need permission to fly and when to apply for a Special 
Flight Operations Certificate; respect the privacy of oth-
ers – avoid flying over private property or taking 
photos or videos without permission. Don’t fly closer 
than 9 km from any airport, heliport, or aerodrome; 
higher than 90 meters above the ground; closer than 
150 meters from people, animals, buildings, struc-
tures, or vehicles; in populated areas or near large 

groups of people, including sporting events, concerts, 
festivals and firework shows; near moving vehicles, 
avoid highways, bridges, busy streets or anywhere 
you could endanger or distract drivers; within re-
stricted airspace, including near or over military ba-
ses, prisons, and forest fires or anywhere you may 
interfere with first responders.  

At present these rules could hinder an individual 
woodlot owner from employing a drone in manage-
ment but they are being tested for wider use because 
they achieve results much more cheaply than em-
ploying fixed-winged or helicopter aircraft in survey-
ing, especially in areas that would be either too costly 
or too inefficient to be accessed by manned craft.  

Commercial Applications 

The following areas of use are being explored/
developed. UAV aerial mapping can provide critical 
baseline and monitoring data for Environmental Im-
pact Statements and topical studies such as insect in-
festation, invasive plant investigations, biomass stud-
ies and erosion monitoring with custom designs for 
statistically sound forest biometric and inventory so-
lutions, including modeling estimations of volume, 
biomass and providing deliverables which support 
stand management applications e.g. best location for 
roads and power lines as well as determining  drain-
age patterns in watersheds to avoid erosion. .  

In large scale replanting combining GPS technology 
with a remote-operated drone, which photographs a 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/civilaviation/standards/standards-4179.html#submission
http://www.tc.gc.ca/media/documents/ca-standards/Infographic_Permission_to_fly_a_UAV_Print_English.pdf
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Board - Executive 

President/Chair 

Chris Vander Hout 

chris@evolvebuilders.ca 

Vice-President 

Ron Stewart 

rm.stewart@bmts.com 

Treasurer/Registrar 

Larry Cluchey 

lcluchey@wightman.ca 

Secretary 

Craig Todd 

craig.todd@ontario.ca 

 

 

Board - Directors 

Neil Baldwin 

bgwa-

webadmin@naturemail.ca 

Cam Bennett 

c.bennett@greysauble.on.ca 

Jim Cullen 

cullwass@gmail.com 

Donna Lacey 

D.Lacey@SVCA.ON.CA 

Malcolm Silver 

md.silver@utoronto.ca 

Lee Thurston 

l.thurston@greysauble.on.ca 

Harvey Weppler 

h.wepplerlee@bmts.com 

Board—Resource Contacts 

Anne Lennox 

Grey Sauble Conservation 

a.lennox@greysauble.on.ca 

Jim Penner 

Saugeen Conservation 

j.penner@svca.on.ca 

Kevin Predon 

Bruce County 

kpredon@brucecounty.on.ca 

Carl Sadler 

Grey Sauble Conservation 

c.sadler@greysauble.on.ca 

Craig Todd 

Ontario MNRF 

craig.todd@ontario.ca 

Sub-Committees 

Communications 

Neil Baldwin (Web Site) 

Anne Lennox 

Carl Sadler  

Malcolm Silver (Newsletter) 

Membership 

Larry Cluchey 

Donna Lacey 

Ron Stewart 

Program & Events 

Cam Bennett 

Carl Sadler 

Ron Stewart 
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The Technology 

Curmudgeon 
Neil Baldwin,  Chair 

Communications Sub-Committee 

I’m not on Facebook, I have no desire to give up my 
basic cellphone in favour of a SmartPhone, and I 
have no plans to accept Microsoft’s gracious offer of 
a free upgrade to Windows 10 anytime soon. In fact, 
it was only just a year and a half ago that I finally 
gave my dial-up internet the heave-ho! Oh, and I pre-
fer analog gauges of any type to digital displays. 

That all said, I do believe there is a place for technol-
ogy… but ideally to address existing needs rather 
than creating new ones. All but 7 of our 110 members 
(as of Aug 6th) have an email address for essential 
BGWA communications. Over-and-above that, mem-
bers who subscribe to “Stay Connected” updates on 
www.bgwa.ca get communication from their associa-
tion that is more timely, more broad, and simply 
wasn’t possible within the structures the two former 
associations previously had. 

But, ultimately, this is an association of people who 
love their trees and woodland areas in Grey & Bruce.  
The reason I prefer analog gauges over digital is that 
they provide context, something an isolated number 
cannot. Similarly, while online modes are the most 
effective and efficient way to address BGWA com-

new clear-cut area with mages interpreted by comput-
er, it is possible to plan  replanting in detail: to decide 
exactly how many plants can be planted, how dense-
ly, and precisely where. Because all facts about  ter-
rain and soil conditions are included, it is possible to 
achieve an optimal plant density and avoid seedling 
wastage. Can fully automatic planting be far behind?   

Sources 

Flying an unmanned aircraft recreationally - Transport Canada 
www.tc.gc.ca/hruzf 

Flying an unmanned aircraft for work or research - Transport  
Canada...www.tc.gc.ca › Home › Air Transportation › Aviation Safety › 
Standards 
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munication needs, it’s important for the people who 
make up BGWA to involve themselves in communi-
cations. It is the people, our members, who can make 
BGWA into a community we all feel part of. 
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